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Students in all majors will benefit from a wide range of new programs that help them consider the relation between their faith and their vocation.
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Kingdom, Identity; and Calling
Sally Jongsma
Gen lOOT' upperclass
students are asking. First year
students know. They're meeting
twice per week in a new first-term seminar
that gives them the opportunity to ask
questions, reflect on who they are and why
they are at Dordt College, and reflect on
what they may be called to do after college.
Gen 100 is the shorthand way of referring
to Kingdom, Identity, and Calling, a twocredit general education course now required
of all new students. It was made possible
through the $2 million grant from Lilly
Endowment, Inc. that Dordt College
received last fall for its proposed "Programs
in Christian Vocation: From Insight to
Ministry." The course is taught by twentyfour instructors - nearly one third of the
faculty - to groups of fifteen students.
"Our goal is to be more intentional about
mentoring our students," says Dr. John Kok,
who is project coordinator for the grant.
Although the instructors won't be the
students' advisors throughout their college
careers, they hope to model a mentoring
relationship that will be carried on as

"What's

students find their place in their major, says
Kok. The small group seminar setting gives
students the opportunity to ask questions and
participate more easily.
The course begins by helping students
assess their skills and interests, set goals, and
learn self-management skills, laying what
Kok hopes is a foundatiou for them to be
successful in college. Using the booklet
Deepening the Colors, written this Summer
by Theology Professor Sydney Hielema,
students and mentors explore what it means
to be a called person, who they are as
children of God, what their place is in his
kingdom, and how they can live and use
their gifts in service to God and others. The
small group seminar format, which includes
writing assignments, asks them to reflect on
these topics and at the same time build
relationships with their fellow students and
faculty meutor.
"We've long thought we should do
something like this," says Kok. And, in fact,
some of what is covered in Gen 100 has
been included in the curriculum before in a
variety of ways. More than a decade ago Gen
10 was offered to help students learn good
study skills and learn how to access the

resources they needed to do their work well.
It evolved into a one-credit small group
class taught by faculty and staff members, in
addition to their regular course or office
work load. In recent years some of the
content has been incorporated into
beginning-of-the-year orientation sessions.
But too many things happen too fast during
orientation for students to absorb it all, Kok
says.
The Lilly grant provided the funds to hire
additional faculty so that the twenty-four
sections of the new course could be included
in faculty teaching loads. It gives instructors
the time they need to advise, mentor, and get
to know their small group of students
"The course has a great degree of both
definition and flexibility," Kok believes. A
course syllabus was fleshed out over the
summer, and instructors met regularly to
prepare and coordinate the course. But
because participating faculty come from
across the disciplines, they each bring their
own areas of expertise and interest to their
teaching, making each course different.
First-term seminars are not unique to
Dordt College. Nearly seventy percent of

Ullygrant
helps launch
Gen 100:

Dordt is awarded a $2 million LillyGrant

B

eing invited to apply for a $2 million
dollar grant is hard to pass up for
educational institutions like Dordt
(Continuedfromfront
cover)
College, There are always more ideas for
good things to do than there is money-to
colleges offer one in some form
fund them. So, two years ago, when Lilly
or another, says Kok. The
Endowment Inc. invited Dordt College to
strength and somewhat unusual
apply for a grant as part of their Programs
character of Dordt's is that it
for the Theological Exploration of Vocation,
tries to nurture a sense of self
a group of faculty got to work, Dordt was
as students in the context of
one of thirty-nine colleges to receive one of
God calling them to become
last year's round of awards. Eighty-eight
citizens and servants in his
church-related colleges and universities
kingdom.
have received $2 million grants over the past
Coordinators and instructors
three years,
hope that participating in these
Lilly Endowment Inc. is interested in
small group discussions,
helping colleges and universities train future
activities, and relationships will
Christian leaders and in encouraging them
not only help students think
to consider ministry in the church.
about what they will do, how
"I immediately saw the grant as a
they will live, and how they
possible way to better fund our youth
will make good choices in life,
ministry program," says Kok, who is dean of
but also lead to a greater sense
the humanities division and now also project
of participation in the rest of
coordinator for the grant.
their classes and in the life of
But Lilly's notion of Christian vocation
the campus community.
was open-ended, Kok says. "Parts of the
description refer to ecclesial ministry, but
parts also clearly talk about a full-orbed
sense of Christian vocation,"
In its application for the grant, Dordt
College committed to being more deliberate
in encouraging students to examine the
relationship between their faith and their
vocational choices, to provide more
opportunities for students to explore
Christian ecclesial ministry, and to enhance
our ability to mentor students in ways that
recognize God's call to serve in many areas
of life.
The planning committee listed six
considerations that would guide their
=~-""'-'"'=-"';";';"---'Tp;;;ron;pNoW;saJ:
• Whole-life discipleship
Whole-person education
Hearing the world's needs
Disciplined scholarship
• Opportunities for leadership
• Community engagement and
encouragement
Many institutions have picked up on
Lilly's desire to train Christian students for
church-related ministry. Dordt College did

~

~

Dr. Socorro Woodbury is one of over twenty faculty members who are teaching and mentoring first year
students.

too, but the bulk of the grant focused on the
broader curriculum through Gen 100, a new
course in the general education program
titled Kingdom, Identity, and Calling. That
means the grant money affects everyone, not
just those with certain interests.
The five-year, $2 million grant is now
funding "Programs in Christian Vocation:
From Insight to Ministry," offering nearly a
dozen different opportunities for Dordt
College students and faculty. The
cornerstone of the program is the new firstterm seminar, Gen 100, in which students
will discuss not only the concept of calling,
but also talk about specific career plans with
their advisor/mentor. A small amount of the
grant money will be used to fund faculty
research that is related to the concept of
Christian vocation and calling as well as
faculty release time to redesign courses that
better weave the notion of vocation into their
cum.cilIum.
As Kok hoped when he saw the invitation
to apply for the grant, the youth miuistry
program is benefiting through increased
staffing for the theology department. Adding
Dr. Tom Wolthuis to their staff has allowed
the department to add more courses in youth
ministry.
Money is also designated for a half-time
director for a proposed honors program that
could begin as early as next fall. Although
still being fleshed out, the proposed program

would target students who exhibit such
things as a passion for learning, critical
thinking skills, curiosity, self-discipline,
creativity, and a willingness to live a life of
service.
Campus worship is also affected by
making money available to bring in
ontside speakers and alnmni for chapel.
Grants are available for seminary and
graduate school visits, as well as career
shadowing. And $30,000 has been
designated for summer grants for students
who participate in mission or service
opportunities instead of working in a higherpaying job to earn tuition.
A lecture series on Christian vocation,
grants for faculty research on Christian
vocation, and faculty retreats on such
topics as whole-life discipleship are also in
the proposal and will be implemented in the
months ahead,
or Kok,' the exciting thing about the
grant is not the money, but what it makes
possible.
"We always have so many good ideas for
improving the education we offer, but we get
busy with the next day's work and often
don't have the time or opportunity to
implement those ideas," he says. The Lilly
grant made some changes possible because
it gives faculty the time and the resources to
implement new initiatives,

Looking behind the college rankings
Carl

E. Zylstra

hen people ask me
whether they should pay
attention to national
college rankings, my mischievous
answer generally is, "Only if Dordt
College did really well." And I
suspect that's the general reaction of
most of my presidential colleagues.
If our college or university doesn't
do well, we point out the flaws in the
whole ranking system. But if we do
well, we can't seem to stop talking
about it.
Once again this year Dordt College has
done well in the most common U.S. ranking
system, the US News and World Report
annual Best Colleges survey. This year, out
of 109 colleges and universities in our
category of "Comprehensive Midwest
Colleges," Dordt College ranked thirteenth
in the overall quality evaluation. Personally,
I think that's pretty good for a college that
isn't even fifty years old, especially when
most of our colleague institutions in that
category have been around for about a
century and a half.

W

Dr. Carl E. Zylstra

Voice 2

At the same time, I am willing to point
out some flaws in the system, The greatest
flaw is that what we consider our greatest
quality isn't even measured-namely
our
biblical, Reformed perspective. I'm well
aware that it would be hard for a secular
magazine to create a comparison scale for
institutional worldview, so I'm not faulting
the magazine. Yet this is a good reason why
Christian parents and students must go
beyond the top tier lists put together by the
publishing industry. It's good to ask whether
the college we're considering for enrollment
really will enhance and strengthen our
deeply felt religious convictions.
The second flaw is that most of these
rankings only evaluate the ten percent of the
week that students spend in class. They don't
begin to sort through the other ninety percent
of the week that makes up the full-orbed
education of a residential college campus.
That's particularly important for Christian
students. Recently a national magazine
published an article by a college student who
gave advice to Christian freshmen on how to
avoid being brainwashed by the politically
correct secular relativism that governs

student life on most campuses. She began
by pointing out that you certainly shouldn't
attend orientation because it may well be
little more than an attempt to convince you
that your own family's views on faith,
lifestyle, and human sexuality is nothing
more than bigotry that you need to ontgrow
in favor of the diverse ways of thinking that
make up their university. So again, it's good
to ask whether the college we're considering
for our family is one that values and
cberishes--or will mock and underminethe lifestyle and beliefs that are at the
foundation of our Christian discipleship.
The third flaw is that most of these
rankings don't consult students themselves.
For instance, the US News ranking puts
great emphasis on whether the college has
avoided baving many large classes. They
never ask whether the students prefer small
classes. They never ask whether the
professors are effective in teaching those
classes. They never ask students whether
they prefer to trade a somewhat traditional
balance between large introductory classes
and very intimate upper level classes for a
(Continued on page 3)
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New year brings
new records

Enrollment in Dr. Sydney Hielema's youth ministry classes continues to increase.

Lilly Grant expands youth ministry program

A

sked how the two million dollar
Lilly Grant titled "Programs in
Christian Vocation: From Insight to
Ministry" is affecting the yonth ministry
program, Dr. Sydney Hielema blurts "It's
huge." He smiles, pauses, and then says
more properly, "It's extremely significant."
"Basically we've been carrying a twoton load in a half-ton pick-up," he says.
Dordt's youth ministry program was
approved four years ago, but without
provision for additional staff. Since then the

number of majors in the theology
department has quadrupled, leaving
department members taxed and unable to
offer new courses they felt would be
important for their students interested in
youth ministry. This year's addition of Dr.
Tom Wolthuis to the department means that
new courses will be offered, and Hielema
will be relieved of some of the supervisory
work for youth ministry interns.
"I can hardly imagine a better person for
the job," says Hielema. Wolthuis is both an
academic and a pastor.

The youth ministry program at Dordt
College is thriving, as increasing enrollment
indicates. Its success is also sobering. The
professors take very seriously the
responsibility of training future youth
ministers. They are well aware of differing
views about youth ministry training. Some
believe it should be done in seminaries or
Bible colleges, preferably on the master's
level. Others believe it doesn't really fit in a
liberal arts curriculum.
Hielema has good answers to both of
these views. "In a sense, whether it should
be an undergraduate or graduate program is
irrelevant," he says. People and churches are
deciding by their actions. Because of the
need for people to staff their youth
programs, many churches today are hiring
students directly out of college as youth
ministers. Hielema believes it's better to
make sure they're prepared as well as they
can be on the college level rather than send
them with no training at all.
And while some colleges that consider
themselves in the liberal arts tradition find

that offering such a program is too
vocationally oriented, Dordt College has
long articulated a view of serviceable insight
that not only allows but encourages
programs that are academically rigorous and
that prepare students for specific service
once they graduate. Education, social work,
engineering, agriculture, and graphic arts are
just a few of the programs that might be put
into the same class of offerings as youth
ministry.
A Youth for Christ employee visiting
campus and attending some classes last year
remarked that the youth ministry program
was the most academically rigorous he's
seen. While Hielema cannot confirm such a
statement from his own knowledge of other
programs, he is committed to working
against the stereotype that youth ministry is
for people who can't make it in seminary.
"The biggest question many of these
students face is whether to pursue
ordination," says Hielema. He expects that
as many as a third of them will eventually do
just that, either by going to seminary or
through other means.

Looking behind the college rankings
(Continued from page 2)

more uniform size class throughout. My
advice is to make a campus visit and talk:
with current students and recent graduates to
get a sense of how they respond to the actual
education they have received.
There are, however, a few guides that try
to address some of these issues. For
instance, this year the Princeton Review also
included Dordt College as a "Best in the
Midwest" selection in their Best Midwestern
Colleges publication. Dordt was included
primarily on the basis of student evaluations
that the publishers themselves independently
had solicited on campus. Personally, I was
pleased that the reviewers summarized the
responses of the students that called
attention to the pervasively Christian
structure of campns life and the curriculum
together with the personal care and attention
received from professors. Admittedly, those
qualities are harder to measure than class
sizes and giving rates-but they also give a
better flavor for the campus than a stark

listing of 109 colleges.
On the other hand, I wouldn't ignore
ratings such as US News. From my own
observation it seems that the US News
system does at least tell us something about
the general quality and reputation of the
colleges they list. And 1'd suggest that one
of the most meaningful of all is the alumni
giving rate, a category in which (not
coincidentally) Dordt College led the field
this year. After all, a foundational question
when considering a college ought to be, "Do
the graduates of this college value their own
experience enough to provide a financial gift
to help ensure a similar education for the
next generation as well?" And right after
alumni giving, I'd pay special attention to
the reputation ranking by presidents and
deans of colleague institutions. They may
not all share the values and religious
perspective of the college but they do have a
pretty good sense of whether students can
get a solid education there.

And even though it probably doesn't
mean much to be 13th as opposed to 12th or
14th, I'm convinced that these public
rankings can provide a pretty good
approximation of the institutional strength
and academic integrity of the listed
institutions.
In short, my advice is this. Start by
looking for a college that will help you
understand yourself, God's world, and your
place of service in God's world. And then,
from among those colleges that meet this
basic consideration, you'll probably do well
to consult a number of the published
rankings in order to see just how the places
you're looking at shape up in the general
constellation of colleges and universities. In
the end, you will be able to find a college
that will enable you to be well prepared for
a lifetime of service in God's kingdom,
whatever the vocation to which he calls you.

The new academic year has
begun for Dordt College and
the class of 2003 already has
something to smile about. The
group of 344 students boasts an
average ACT score of 24.4, a
jump of .4 in a single year. This
score is the highest average
ACT score for any previous
Dordt College incoming class.
Dordt College's academic
year began on August 28 with a
total enrollment for the summer
and fall classes of 1,352
students. As anticipated, total
fall enrollment is slightly lower
than recent record enrollments.
Freshman retention rates
remain high at 82.5 percent.
"Dordt College continues to
focus on the quality and variety
of its programs, and that focus
has helped ns attract stndents
with the kind of ACT averages
we have seen this year," says
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, president of
Dordt College.

Social work grads

make their mark

Eunice Mulhengi

Three recent Dordt BSW
graduates have enrolled at some
of the best Master of Social
Work (MSW) programs in the
country. Eunice Muthengi ('01)
graduated in May from the
George Warren Brown School
of Social Work at Washington
University in St. Louis,
Missouri. Emily (KIaasen)
Wilson (' 0 I) will graduate in
October from Columbia
University in New York. Abby
Jansen ('02) has been accepted
at the University of Michigan
School of Social Work and will
begin classes in September.
These schools are ranked by US
News & World Report as the top
three among more than 100
MSW programs in the country.
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Perkins returns
to campus
Dr. John Perkins was the
featured speaker at this year's
Pastor's Day and at a special
chapel service on Tuesday,
Sept. 9. He spoke on the topic
"Who is the Greatest in the
Kingdom of Heaven;' based on
Matthew 18:1-10. Perkins rose
above the difficulties of

poverty, racial discrimination
and lack of formal education to
found several ministries to the
disadvantaged, author nine
books, be awarded seven
honorary doctorates, and
become an international author,
speaker and lecturer. He is the
founder of Mendenhall
Ministries, Mendenhall,
Mississippi; Voice of Calvary
Ministries, Jackson,
Mississippi, Harambee
Christian Family Center and
Preparatory School, Pasadena,
California; the Christian
Community Development
Association,

S

ixty-three students from Washington, California, Colorado, Illiuois,
Minnesota, South Dakota, Iowa, Wisconsin, New York, and Ontario,
Canada, were on campus this SUmmer for the graduate education

program's summer on-campus session.
The Dordt College master of education degree is a ten-course, thirtysemester-hour program with a concentration in cutriculum and instruction.
It provides practical, hands-on instruction for the elemeutary or secondary
teacher who: wants to learn more about what it means to teach in a
distinctively Christian manner.
The non-traditional program is designed for in-service teachers who
wish to complete a master's degree while remaining in the classroom.
Participants can select up to three one-week classes for three to four
summers, spending minimal time away from home. Each course consists of
a pre-campus phase and an on-campus phase. The pre-campus phase

involves reading assignments prior to coming to campus. In addition to oncampus courses, online courses and independent studies courses are also
available.

and

First students
eamnursing
degJ:'ees
Nine Dordt College nursing
students received their associate

degree in nursing at St. Luke's
College on Friday, May 16,
allowing them to complete a
Bachelor of Arts in Health
Science (BHS) degree at Dordt
College next year.
Dordt College and St.
Luke's College collaborate in a
1-2-1 program, allowing
students to achieve a BHS
degree by spending their first
and fourth years in full-time
study at Dordt, while
attending the hospitalbased training in Sioux
City during their
second and third years

associate nursing
degrees were Hope

Franken, JoniVan
Voorst and Leann
(Veenstra)
Mennil<hoven,Sioux
Center; Jodi Kramer,
Thamesville, Ontario;
Nadine Mast,
Wyoming, Michigan;
Lindsey Miller,
Yakima, Washington;
Michelle Reedyk,
Sutithers, British
Columbia; Cindy
Scholten, Lynden,
Washington; and Laura
Van Dyke, Sheldon,
Iowa.
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on campus for one-week

courses during July.

Becausethey

have completed reading assignments beforehand and finish projects after
they leave, the amount of time they must be away from home is minimized.

For more information about Dordt College's graduate education program, contact Dordt College at 800-343-6738.

Farm safety

Camp held'
atAg
Stewardship
Center
ometimes

you shouldn't

S

Jack Soodsma, whose son, Lucas,
was recently injured and is still
recovering from a farm a-ccidentt'.· -~ .........
4'iif1>,~
"Sometimes dads aren't
Lucas Soodsma looks on as his dad, Jack Soodsma (left), and Mike Schouten (right) speak to a group about PTO and skid

thinking;' said Soodsma to the
loader safety
group of youngsters. Takiug full
responsibility for an accident that seriously
injured both his son's hands in an
inadequately shielded Power Take Off
(PTO) shaft, Soodsma encouraged the
youngsters always to put safety first, and if
told to do a farm chore that could put them
in danger, talk to the pareut about it and stay
away from potential accidents.
The goal of the Farm Safety Day Camp
Program is to reduce the incidence

agriculture-related

of

injuries, illnesses,

at the Farm Safety Day Camp.

deaths by increasing the awareness of the
potential dangers associated with specific
farm and ranch practices.
Sioux Center has been conducting camps
for nine years, accepting 120 kids each year.
The young people are placed into small
groups that rotate to eleven different stations
to cover topics including PTO and skid
loader safety, electrical safety, sun safety,
helmet aud moped safety, small animal

Dordt Lacrosse Team Earns
District Sportsmanship Award
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safety, small equipment safety, first aid,
making emergency contacts, fire safety, and
flowing grain safety.
"If we can prevent one child from getting
hurt or killed, it's all worth it," said Mike
Schouten, manager of the Dordt College
Agriculture Stewardship Center. Funding for
the program comes from a Progressive
Farmer grant to the Sioux Center Hospital
and many area business sponsors.

and

of education.
The nine Dordt
students awarded

Teachers meet

obey your parents. That was
the message a Hull area dad
had for 120 kids attending the
Farm Safety Day Camp Program
on Thursday, June 19, at the
Agriculture Stewardship Center.
One of the key speakers was

and the John

Perkins Foundation for
Reconciliation
Development.

Graduate program draws students from across the country

for more information log on to
uruno.dordt.edu/euents/jubilee

The Dordt College Lacrosse team has been named the recipient of
the District 7 Jim "Ace" Adams Sportsmanship Award for the 2003
season. The team, which holds club status at Dordt College, recently
completed a 6-4 spring season record and was noutinated for the
sportsmansltip award by Charlie Hagan, a lacrosse referee from
Omaha, Nebraska, who worked at some of Dordt's home matches.
Hagan's noutination says, "The men from Dordt College have
established themselves as successful pioneers who've set a standard
for excellence in a new program."
The "Sowers;' as they are nicknamed, are a student-run club and
are recognized, according to Hagan, as a program that has established
positive relationships within the college community and the region.
Hagan also notes the willingness of the student athletes to assist
fledgling programs.
"These young student athletes are not self centered. On the
contrary, they've actively shared their love of lacrosse by assisting
programs at nearby schools. As a result, Northwestern College
entered the Great Rivers Lacrosse Conference as a new program and
the University of South Dakota is close behind," he says.
The Great Rivers Lacrosse Conference is made up of a variety of
schools in the Midwest including Kansas, Kansas State, Creighton,
Nebraska, Northern Illinois, Lindenwood, and Northwestern (Iowa).

Dordt College Ranks High in U. S. News Listings

D

ordtCollege is among the top
fifteen Midwest Comprehensive
Colleges, according to the U. S.
News and World Report's 2004 ranking of
"America's Best Colleges." Dordt College
ranks thirteenth among a field of 109
colleges throughout the Midwest, moving
up from the eighteeuth spot last year.
The higher ranking can be attributed in
part to a change in the way U.S. News and
World Report collected and interpreted the
data it gathered for its rankings. However,
the change also reflects the fact that Dordt
College is lowering average class sizes,
ensuring that its first year students
acclimate well to a college environment,
and maintaining a student/faculty ratio of
15/1. Other factors that can be attributed
to Dordt College's high ranking include
the fact that the college continues to be
viewed favorably by its peer institutions
and has an alumni giving rate that is at
least eight percent higher than any other
Midwest comprehensive college.
"Our new ranking of thirteenth out of 109
Midwest comprehensive colleges," says Dr.
Carl E. Zylstra, president of Dordt College,

"is a significant confirmation of Dordt
College's ability to provide for our students
a sound academic experience that is

nationally recognized for its excellence.
We have always known Dordt College to
be a school of excellence, but we are also
pleased when others outside of our
immediate constituency recognize the
excellence of a Dordt College education as
well."
Dordt College has consistently ranked
high in the U. S. News and World Report
listings, appearing eleven times on one or
more of the U. S. News lists. The ranking
places Dordt College in the top tier of
schools ranked by the report. The report
arranges schools in a series of four tiers. It
uses seven indicators to capture the
academic quality of the colleges it ranks:
academic reputation among peers,
retention of students, faculty resources,
student selectivity, financial resources,
graduation rate performance, and alumni
giving. The Comprehensive Colleges
category, of which Dordt College is a part,
includes institutions that focus on
undergraduate education and offer a range
of degree programs in both the liberal arts
and in professional fields such as business,
nursing and education.

Ongelooflijk - An Incredible Experience
Leen Van Beek
Professor offoreign language

T

hat's the word Kris Klein uses to
describe his trip to the Netherlands
this summer. Klein was one of eight
Dordt College students to eam college credit
in a cross-cultural immersion course that
allows students to live in and explore
another country.
This year's participants took a whirlwind
tour of the Netherlands and other parts of
Europe as part of the GEN 253 course
"Dutch Culture and a Reformed Worldview."
"My purpose for going was to be able to
see the homeland that our ancestors grew up
in and to experience the cultures and
differences in Europe," said Klein. He also
appreciated opportunities to travel to
London and Paris on the weekends.
"I wanted to see where my ancestors had
lived and to leam more about Dutch
culture," commented Michael De Maar from
Michigan. "We stopped in the towns where
my great-grandfathers had been born."
Professor van Beek helped De Maar
research his family line dating back to 1699.
De Maar also appreciated meeting Dutch,
German, Belgian, and non-European people
from Youth With A Mission, a Christian
yonth organization that provided housing
and weekday Innch meals for the students.
He noted that everything in the country is
smaller-s-even the stairs in the houses,
which "are half the length of your shoe!"
And everything he had read about World
War II became more real after seeing a
concentration camp and taking a weekend
trip to the beaches of Normandy.
Kate Reinsma from Colorado was so
enthused with the trip that she is considering
living overseas after graduate school. "I
participated in the program to experience
another culture by actually living and
studying in it rather than just as a tourist
who stays for a brief vacation," said
Reinsma. "For me, one of the highlights was
having my own Dutch bike and riding to
town because it made me feel like a local,
not just an outsider." She also liked the way
the program was structured: before class the
students would read about the topic of the
next day (e.g. Trade to the Orient) and after
class they went on an excursion related to
the topic (e.g. the Maritime Museum).

Students who spent a month studying in the Netherlands this past summer visited such places as
Amsterdam, Zwolle, Cruquius Pumping Station, Haarlem (the home of Corrie ten boom), Dordrecht,
Apeldoorn's Het Loo Palace, Breendonck concentration camp, and the Delta Works.

The Netherlands off-campus program encourages students to take responsibility for
their learning and learn from their surroundings. They develop a new perspective on their
own culture and their own identity within
that culture as they develop an
understanding of the country in which
they are foreigners. To help this process,
they keep a reflective journal to record
their growth and perspective as
foreigners.
During the three weeks, the students
were introduced to Dutch people from the
17th century to the present who played an
important role in history and the Calvinist
heritage. Students reflected upon how a
Reformed world and life view affected
such aspects of society as church, politics,
land reclamation, and World War II.
Three times the group had the
opportunity to attend a church service in
Dutch. Although it was a challenge to
understand the sermon, yet "the style of
worship that I'm used to comes from right
here," concludes Reinsma. The pastor was
extremely friendly and each time he
spoke a word of welcome in English.
"My trip to the Netherlands seemed
like a dream the whole time, because it
The Sioux Center All Seasons Center opened this year. Its hockey
went so fast," reflected Reinsma. "It was a students and is the new home of the Dordt College Blades hockey
contains a variety of swimming areas.
great experience."
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Princeton Review

gives Dordt

College a nod
Dordt College has been
named among the Best in the
Midwest by The Princeton
Review. Dordt College is one of
the ISO schools from eleven
midwestern states profiled in
the first edition of The Best
Midwestern Colleges. The goal
of the guidebook is to identify
some of the colleges and
universities that stand out
within each region and, in
particular. to raise awareness of
many schools that are less well
known outside of their region.
Selected students are asked
seventy questions about their
school's academics, campus
life, and student body, as well
as their study hours, politics
and opinions. According to
Robert Franek, Princeton
Review's lead author of the
guide, "Each college had to
meet two criteria. First it had to
meet our criteria for academic
excellence within its region.
Second, we had to be able to
survey its students
anonymously, either through
our online surveyor our paper
survey which we distribute and
collect on campuses." Input
from students attending the
colleges provides extensive and
candid feedback about what
surveyed students think of the
schools they are attending.
Only ten other private
colleges in the state of Iowa
made the Best in the Midwest
list. They are Buena Vista in
Storm Lake; Central in Pella;
Clarke in Dubuque; Coe in
Cedar Rapids; Cornell in Mount
Vernon, Drake in Des Moines;
Grinnell in Grirmell; Luther in
Decorah; Morningside in Sioux
City and Wartburg in Waverly.

j
arena is open to Dordt College
team. A second half of the building
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The Campus Health Center
is open for clients
ucked away on the east side of
campus in the basement of Covenant
Hall is a gleaming new facility

T

housing the newest service offered to Dordt

College students. The Campus Health
Center opened its doors this fall and offers

The first person students - like Lucas Houtsrna - see when they visit the Campus
Health Center is nurse Linda ver Steeg.

free care to all students. The center is staffed
by three health care professionals: Pam
Hulstein, a nurse practitioner and the
director of the health services program;
Linda Ver Steeg, a nurse; and Linda Vogel, a
nurse receptionist. All bring years of
experience to their jobs.
The Health Center has two examination
rooms and an observation/rest room to
accommodate students who come for

treatment or health information, A reception
area, a work area, and a classroom for
nursing students are also part of the facility.

The Health Center is open from 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. weekdays.

"This is the first time that Dordt students
have an entry point to health care on
campus," says Hulstein. She's been told that
students often put off going to the medical
clinic in town, especially those who don't
have transportation to get there. Hulstein
hopes the new facility will help students get
treatment earlier.
In the first two weeks of classes, health
care staff saw between three and nine
students each day, not including students
who called or came looking for information
on such things as smoking cessation. So far,
most of the diagnoses and treatments have
been for upper respiratory illnesses or minor
injuries---exactly what Hulstein expects to
be the focus of their work. Those who come
in with more serious illnesses will have
treatment and, if necessary, transportation
arranged for them to the local medical clinic.
What students will also get is very personal
care. Those who come in to the clinic also
receive a follow-up call or e-mail to check
on their recovery.
"We're not being nosy, but we want to
know that they're improving and if not, do
something further," says Hulstein.
Patients will normally see Ver Steeg, who
has worked in college health care and
hospice settings for the last
twenty years. Hulstein, who
teaches courses to health
science nursing students, is
available for consultation and
also plans to staff the center at
least a half day per week. She
specializes in women's health
and is a certified mid-wife. She
will be available for gynecological
exams and counseling.
Students are still getting
used to the fact that we're here,"
Hulstein says. She expects the
numbers to increase as

awareness grows and as winter sets in.
The Campus Health Center now holds all
of the health records that students submit at
registration. In fact, students must have their
records on file in order to be treated,
including immunization records. And in
addition to offering treatment for minor
illnesses and complaints, the Center offers
immunizations to students who need them or
want them. In September, the nurses offered
meningococcal immunizations to anyone on
campus for a fee. Updating MMRs, TB
screening, and hepatitis series shots are also
services that are available.
The nursing staff hopes to make
preventative health care part of their
workload. As they deal with recurring
illnesses or questions, they will try to find
ways to help students better understand how
they can stay healthy.
'The new facility is very adequate-and
yet it allows room for expansion," says
Hulstein. She foresees, for example, the
possibility of coordinating a campus
wellness program for students and
employees. Other preventative and
educational efforts may also be considered.

Nursing students see big changes this fall
tudents enrolled in the health science
program came back to campus to
some new options this fall. The new
nursing skills lab adjoining the Campus
Health Center gives them a place to practice
and review the skills they learn in their
nursing courses at SI. Luke's: changing
linens, giving bed baths, practicing IV
insertions. The students can also videotape
these procednres as required for their
courses. And computers in the room are
equipped with software that allows them to

S
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study for their nursing board exams
whenever they have the opportunity.
Building on the 1-2-1 program with SI.
Luke's College, Dordt College signed a new
agreement with Briar Cliff University in
Sioux City that is exciting for students who
want to earn a BSN. Last year Briar Cliff
agreed to an arrangement where Dordt
College health science stndents could
complete their BSN program in one
additional year. This year Briar Cliff will be
offering the additional conrses needed for
the BSN on Oordt's campus.
"Briar Cliff was looking
for a location to offer BSN
courses for nurses in this
area," says Hulstein. Based on
the previous relationship, they
chose Dordt College. Years
one through three of the
program will be virtnally
unchanged, with students
spending the first year on
Dordt's campus and years two
and three commuting to SI.
Luke's. Fourth year students
who choose to complete their
bachelor's degree on campus
will now be able to take the

Hope Franken is one of the first Dordt College students to receive her nursing degree.

additional courses needed for the BSN in the
evenings dnring their senior year. They will
need to take one additional course in the
summer.
"Seniors will have to carry eighteen to
nineteen credits to complete their program,"
says Hulstein. 'There's no wiggle room, but
it's very do-able," she adds.
Graduates will leave with three degrees: a
Oordt College bachelor's degree in health
science, an associate degree in nursing with
an RN license from St Luke's, and a BSN
from Briar Cliff University.
Hulstein is excited about the program and
hopeful that it will help lessen the nursing
shortage in the area and beyond. lt also
provides more options for graduates. While
a BSN may not make a great deal of
difference for an entry staff position, nurses
who might consider becoming nurse
practitioners or serving in nursing
management in the future will benefit
greatly.
Hulstein believes that the health science
degree, with the depth of its coursework,
combined with the BSN, will graduate
nurses who will be a valuable contribution to
the nursing profession.
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Center for Educational services reaches beyond
campus borders to train Christian teachers
Sally Jongsma

education program at the
Hungarian Reformed Christian
lthough Dr. John Van Dyk
University. She invited him to
is slowly moving past
come a few days early to help
retirement age, his efforts
develop their teacher-training
to train Christian teachers are
program. Similar opportunities
increasing in scope rather than
have come to Van Dyk from a
decreasing. In addition to his onproposed Russian Pedagogical
campus course load, he regularly
Institute (now discontinued
travels around the world to speak
because of significantly decreased
and lead workshops for Christian
funding to Western supporting
teachers, principals, boards, and
charities following the September
parents-s-often in developing
II terrorist attacks), the Nehemiah
countries.
Center in Nicaragua, a Latin
"Christian schools are popping
American Christian university in
up allover the world," says Van
Costa Rica, a developing
Dyk, who has worked not only
university in Peru, and Bishop
with Christian Schools
Appasamy College of Arts and
International, but also with the
Sciences in India.
Association for Christian Schools
Nicaragua has 150 Christian
International. ACSI serves 5,786
schools for which the Nehemiah
schools in 100 countries.
Center is trying to provide
"An important reason for this
leadership. The Peru University
remarkable state of affairs is the
will have four graduate programs
growing recognition that Christian
accredited by the government, one
schools not only can and do equip
of which is teacher education.
children to walk in the ways of the
"And wonderful things are
Lord, but also offer splendid
happening in Asia and India," Van
opportunities to make an impact
Dyk says. At Bishop Appasamy
on the larger societal context in
College several Christian
which they are found," says Van
denominations are working
Dyk in a report about the Center's
together to develop a teacherwork.
J.1
training program. Efforts for
In Eastern Europe, dramatic
Dr. John Van Dyk, showing nametags in different languages, spends part of his
training Christian teachers are
political changes in the last two
time working with professors in other countries to set up Christian teacher
being made in Japan and Korea. In
decades have left a leadership
training programs.
Russia and in England the
vacuum. In the third world and developing
transforming vision for what Christian
governments require classes in religious
countries, Christian educators are welcomed
teaching and Christian schools can be.
education, creating opportunities for
where Christian missionaries are not
The challenges for Christian schools in
Christian teachers to have a significant
tolerated. And growing numbers of
developing and third world countries also
influence.
churches are realizing that Christian
involve promoting a transforming vision for
"Who knows what doors will open if we
schooling is an important part of their
life, but the setting is a stark contrast to the
work together," Van Dyk says.
Christian witness.
comfort Christians experience in North
Buoyed by the possibilities abroad as well
Of his work with schools in the former
America.
as in North America, Van Dyk remains
Soviet Union, Van Dyk says, " I continue to
"Schools in some countries are
energized and committed, softly but
believe that Christian education can be a
confronted by such drastic situations that the
persistently sharing his vision and that of the
key factor in changing these countries for
need for change and for leadership is
Dordt College Center for Educational
the better. Christian schools may be able to
urgent," says Van Dyk. Christian teachers
Services with those interested in hearing it.
have a more effective and comprehensive
are severely underpaid, lack resources, are
impact on societies than missionaries,
sometimes persecuted, and often live in
church planters, or ecclesiastical programs."
dangerous political situations. Van Dyk has
But Van Dyk is also cautious.
led numerous workshops and delivered even
"Christian schooling everywhere remains
more lectures on Christian worldview and
seriously challenged," he says, citing the
teaching to teachers committed to a vision
fact that even where North American
for education that will truly transform their
Christian schools are thriving, it is partly
culture. He has worked with institutions to
due to the perceived failure of public
develop teacher-training programs so that
schools.
teachers can contribute to thriving and selfIn countries like Indonesia, India, the
sustaining schools that can train future
Philippines, and Central America challenges
leaders.
to Christian schools come on other fronts:
The big challenge in working in
persecution by Muslims, Hindus, and even
developing countries often is to get
Catholics; intense poverty; and social
Christian denominational groups to work
upheaval.
together. ''They too often expend their
Van Dyk fears that part of the challenge
energy stealing people from each other in
to Christian education in North America is
the name of missions," says Van Dyk. His
that too many Christian schools do not
dream is to see a world council of Christian
sufficiently stress a transforming vision. In
educational organizations that will allow
structure and programs they remain
Christians to pool resources rather than
remarkably similar to the public school. He
tragically waste them through duplication
echoes Christian authors Gloria Goris
and competition of services.
Stronks and Doug Blomberg in their book,
Yet despite these challenges, exciting
Vision with a Task, who write: "Christian
things are happening. Van Dyk is working
schools look like private and public schools
with both ACSI and the International
staffed and populated by people who go to
Association for the Promotion of Christian
church" (p. 56).
Higher Education (IAPCHE) to encourage
"Even in some schools professing
Christian higher education institutions to
Kuyper's square-inch philosophy, pervasive
develop stroug teacher training programs in
secularism [competitive individualism,
Hungary, the Philippines, Latin America,
intellectualism, and materialism] continues,
and India.
or, at the least, is not aggressively
Prior to giving a plenary address at an
challenged," Van Dyk says. He continues to
IAPCHE conference in Hungary last year,
speak, lead workshops, and challenge North
Van Dyk corresponded extensively with his
American teachers and schools to embrace a
respondent, a woman who heads the teacher

A

Shamar promotes
alternative vision
for agriculture
In the last weekend of
September, the Shamar Club
hosted an outing to the Land
Institute in Salina, Kansas. The
Institute held its 25th annual
Prairie Festival, which included a
barn dance, folk musicians, an art
show, and a number of speakers.
According to Matt Bakker,
president of the Shamar Club, ''The
Land Institute is a non-profit
organization that has a reallY
ambitious vision for alternative
agriculture." Their vision, says
Bakker, is an agriculture based on
perennial plants, mimicking what
is natural in an area.
Bakker took the initiative to set
up the weekend trip largely
because he had a summer
internship there after his
sophomore year, and was familiar
with the Institute. He found the
weekend to be very rewarding, and
was pleased that the group of
students who went was so diverse.
"There were a few agriculture
and environmental studies majors,
but there were a lot of other people
who went, too. I'm pretty sure that
everyone was glad they went."
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Faculty study stretching polymers, teaching poetry,
Sally Jongsma

Senior Matt Visker gained
polymers.

related issues than when I taught it
previously. It keeps me engaged in the
"The
teacher who isa researcher isone
discipline in a creative way."
who continues to be engaged at the
Although Dordt College is primarily a
frontier of his discipline," believes
teaching rather than a research institution,
Dr. Keith Sewell, who teaches history at
many faculty members feel as Sewell does
Dordt College. That engagement makes a
and look for opportunities to read and
difference in teaching.
research in addition to teaching four courses
"By the time I teach a course the next
each semester. The college, which benefits
time, I've read more and addressed more
through professors'
contributions to academic
scholarship and improved
teaching, tries to make time
available for research and
writing to happen.
Dr. John Zwart took
advantage of a study leave
to work on several projects
related to his field of
physics. The college grants
a full semester paid leave
for approved research
proposals. Zwart opted to
take a year's leave,
spreading his one semester
salary over two semesters.
"My 'ideas for research
file' has grown steadily,"
says Zwart, and there were
things I wanted to do to
involve students in research
that were hard to get to
while teaching full time."
Zwart also admits that after
twenty years he was feeling
valuable research experience assisting Dr. John Zwart in his research on stretching
a little stale. He's back in

the classroom this fall, full of energy and
having given several presentations and
worked on three manuscripts for publication.
"It was wonderful to pick up a journal
and put it down when I was ready to, not
when I had to," he says. Zwart spent much
of his time doing background preparation
and beginning an experiment that uses laser
light scattering to characterize the molecular
behavior of polymer films as they are
stretched. Getting involved in laboratory
work with a student confirmed for him again
the importance of making more student
research opportunities available. He was
assisted by physics major Matt Visker, who
wrote in his evaluation of the opportunity, "I
had to make the adjnstment from having the
steps laid out for me nicely as in previous
labs to doing, thinking, and being creative in
performing the experiment."
Zwart's research for a manuscript titled
"Between

Copernicus

and Galileo: Science

Religion, and John Calvin," not only
produced an article for publication but also a
presentation at the national meeting of the
American Association of Physics Teachers
and the Iowa Academy of Science.
"I received a letter from a retired Iowa
State University engineer and selfproclaimed atheist who thanked me for
discussing faith and science issues in a way
he was not accustomed to seeing. He asked
some interesting questions, and we have
been corresponding since that time," Zwart
says. At the national meeting in August,
Zwart sensed genuine openness and interest

last year's projects are still ongoing
and culture. And now may be a good time to

mean the end of a project. For most

do so. Many Reformed people are becoming
more evangelical, but many evangelicals are

T

he end of a leave doesn't always

of last year's Studies Institute fellows
the work is ongoing. Dr. Keith Sewell of the
history department spent his three-quarter

increasingly

receptive to the difference

projects. The first, a short book titled
Evangelical Reformational? A Questionfor
Bible-believing Christianity, began as a
short paper several years ago in response to
a discussion in Australia about whether a
Christian higher education institution should
rest on a Reformational base or an
evangelical

specialists."

release time continuing

work on two major

one.

Sewell's

)
Mathematics major Kyle Fey spent his summer working through problems for Dr. Calvin
Jongsma's textbook on mathematical proof.
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Reformed world view based on the order of
creation makes in how they practice their
faith and engage their culture, Sewell says.
"We live in a time when great change is
taking place, creating a greater level of
receptivity to what Reformational people
have to say," he believes. He is writing his
book in a way that "should be accessible to
non-specialists but pass the scrutiny of

"People had the idea that the evangelical
model would have broader appeal and the
Reformed a more narrow one. I argue that in
principle the Reformed base is much
broader and the evangelical one more
narrow," says Sewell.
He believes that Reformational Christianity
may need to restart, to reengage Christians

second project focuses on

revising his doctoral dissertation,
Herbert Butterfield and the
Interpretation of History, which is
currently being considered for
publication by a major publisher in
England. Although the leave provided
time to make progress, Sewell will
continue to work on both writings.
Dr. Calvin Jongsma's half-time
release was spent revising and writing a
textbook for Discrete Mathematics.
Jongsma, who teaches mathematics and
logic and did his doctoral dissertation
on the history of logic, says, "There's
an approach to logic in philosophical
circles that is totally ignored in
mathematical circles." He is convinced
• that the philosophical approach is a
~ better way to teach students how to do
proofs. So years ago already, unable to
find a text that used the approach he
wanted, he wrote his own text, adapting the
philosophical approach for mathematics. A
publisher was intrigued but didn't see a
market for the book, since it was too
different from what was being published at
that time.
Recently, as part of their program review,
the mathematics department decided to

combine the mathematics course on proof
and logic with Discrete Mathematics, a
course that includes logic but is taken
mainly by computer science majors. Now
both mathematics and computer science
majors take the combined course. Instead of
having students buy his in-house printing of
the logic text and a whole new text to use for
other parts of the course, Jongsma decided to
write new material for the other sections.
Work on the manuscript continued this
summer with the assistance of one of his
students, Kyle Fey. Fey, a mathematics
major who had just taken the class, spent
eight weeks going through the text, working
problem sets, giving feedback, and helping
to develop a solutions manual.
Jongsma teaches the course again in the
spring and will further revise the draft as he
goes through it this year. Once he's satisfied
with it, he hopes to send a portion out to
various publishers to see if there is any
interest in it now since some texts are
beginning to use similar approaches.
Dr. Jonathan Warner also used his release
time to work on a textbook-an
online text
on microeconomics from a Christian
perspective. His aim is to integrate economic
theory with the concept of shalom and with
biblical insights on ethics and the way in
which an economy should operate. He
wanted to explore whether a web text would
allow easier linking to related and current
topics than is possible in a traditional text.
But, he says, "The project hasn't
progressed as far as I'd like," and he's found
that all the linking may make the material
seem harder than it needs to at this point. So,
he'll continue to work on it in the year
ahead. Warner also took advantage of the
time to sit in on a theology class on campus
and continue work on development
economics.

mderstandmg proofs and more
in his Reformed perspective.
The other program that gives faculty time
for research is a Studies Institute
appointment. Faculty can submit a research
proposal and apply for a half to threequarter time appoinlmentto the Studies
Institute, teaching one or two courses
instead of four.
"Any time you teach it can take up all of
your time;' says Dr. Arnold Sikkema, who
will have a three-quarter release time
appointment for second semester this year.
"I'll have to manage my time well, but this
gives me time I've been wanting for the past
few years." He agrees with Sewell about the
importance of such work. He does it both
for his own development and for that of his
students.
Sikkema, who also teaches physics, will
work on both a new and an already started
project. He will further develop and publish
research presented earlier at a Calvin
College Faculty Spring Conference on
'Theology and the new Physics." Such work
deepens and opens up new topics on faith's
impact on science for his teaching, he says.
And he plans to study, from a Reformed
Christian perspective, the question of
causality, especially in relation to complex
systems.
In layman's terms studying causality is
studying the simple notion of cause and
effect-how little things cause big things to
happen.
"The old saying that a grasshopper in
Minnesota can cause a storm in New Jersey
isn't far off," he says. He plans to choose a
simple complex system-s-say the chaos in an
electrical circuit-for his study, and he plans
to involve students in research as well.
English professor David Schelhaas is in
the middle of a different sort of study. After

teaching English teachers for
several years from a book by
Nancie Atwell, In the Middle,
which advocates a workshop
approach to writing, Schelhaas
decided he wanted to see for
himself if it really worked. So,
he is joining two sixth grade
teachers at Sioux Center
Christian School to teach
reading and writing using the
workshop approach. With this
method students spend most of
their time reading and writing
and in conference with their
teachers. Relatively little time
is spent with the teacher
presenting.
"It's very labor intensive,
but I want to find out how such
an approach affects students
attitudes about themselves as
readers and writers," he says.
And he wants to find out if it is Professor Dave Schelhaas is teaching sixth graders for an hour and a half
worth encouraging future
to reading and writing.
teachers to teach this way. The
experience is already carrying over into his
Van Rys. who is co-author.of Houghton
methods class as he shares the sixth grade
Mifflin's The College Writer and Write for
students' writing with his college students.
Business: A Compact Guide to Writing and
He asks them how they would respond in a
Communicating in the Workplace, will look
conference on a particular piece. Schelhaas
at syllabi, talk to instructors, collect
expects to write up his reflections in an
assignments, and interview students before
article to be submitted to a teachers' journal.
making some assessments and
Fellow English professor Dr. John Van
recommendations.
Rys, will explore how writing happens in
"I'm excited about the project but also a
Dordt College courses and how writing
little apprehensive about looking at other
relates to curricular goals in general
people's courses. I may find everything fully
education courses. He'll look at where
adequate or may have some suggestions for
students do writing, what kinds of writing
change. Whatever the case, my aim is to be
they do, bow it is evaluated, and whether
of service to my colleagues and the
they are getting writing experiences that
institution."
advance their writiug and thinking skills.

each day to test the workshop approach

The campus community remembers

James Klaver

F

James Klaver is remembered by many for his
love for life and his strong faith.

ollowing a long and courageous
struggle with leukemia, James
Klaver ('02) passed away on July
9,2003.
James was first diagnosed with
leukemia in April of 1999, shortly after
he began studies at Dordt College. He
received, his family says, "a new lease
on life" through a stem cell transplant
from Tricia, his younger sister. This
April, however, doctors at the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota
informed James and his family that the
leukemia had returned in a different
form, Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia
(ALL). The doctors asked James to
begin treatment immediately, but
instead James took a day to eat at some
of his favorite restaurants and spend
time with his family and Laura Groen,
his girlfriend.
"I feel like I am admitting myself
into, prison," said James as he made his
way toward the hospital. However,
James remained strong and courageous
during his entire hospital stay. Friends
and family alike say that his strength
and humor were a testimony to
everyone who stepped inside his
hospital room. Music was always in the
air, games being played with friends and
hospital staff, and James would always
make sure that his visitors took the time
to notice the sunrises and sunsets just
outside the window.
In May, James graduated from Dordt
College. His physical condition much

altered in the past month, James climbed
the stairs to the stage of the B.J. Haan
Auditorium and walked unassisted,
stumbling only a few times, to receive
his diploma.
After three weeks at home, James
retumed to the hospital for the second
round of treatment. This time, however,
the leukemia was too stroug and James's
body too tired. He went to be with the
Lord on July 9, 2003.
James' family, his friends, and the
entire Dordt College community will
remember James not for the way he
died, but for the way he lived. Those
who knew him well remember his
kindness, his sense of humor, and his
love for life. Those who didn't know
him as well remember him as a very
visible example of servant-leadership as
he participated in many Dordt plays,
played in the band Wister Dean, and
served as a counselor at Camp
Manitoqua in Illinois. Soli Deo Gloria!
To God alone be all the glory for the
way James lived and the things he
accomplished!
He is survived by his parents; two
sisters, Leanne and Tricia and one
brother, Dan, all of LeMars; a special
friend, Laura Groen of Minneapolis,
Minnesota; maternal grandparents
Albertus and Patricia Ritzema of Fulton,
Illinois; paternal grandmother Mary
Klaver of Sanborn, Iowa; numerous
uncles and aunts and cousins.

James Klaver's mother, Trudy, wrote
down many of her memories about the
last three months of James' life.
Following is one excerpt.
Graduation Day was very symbolic
of James' attitude toward life ever since
he was diagnosed four years ago. His
physical condition had changed so much
within only 30 days. He was thin, pale,
and weak. from the countless surgeries,
procedures, treatments, meds and their
side effects, all of which he encountered
while in the hospital. But spirits were
high, feeling pride, gratitude, and
determination to "walk." James had been
waiting near the bottom of the B.J. Haan
Auditorium steps in a wheelchair until
his name was called. He climbed the
three steps with successful effort, but
when they called his name, he staggered
across tbe stage, falling three different
times and yet catching his 6'5" frame, in
order to "walk" alone and receive his
diploma. After catching himself the third
time, he faced the audience, stood tall
and proud, and with great determination,
announced to the congregation, "1 can
walk." James did walk! We were so
grateful for the providential miracle that
had taken place at B.J. Haan Auditorium
that day. So humbly grateful mixed with
parental pride. God was so good!
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SCholarship Recipients
AI Mennega Honors Scholarship
Rachel Schutte, Ocheyedan, Ia.

Plumbline:

National Security Forum gives inside look at national policy

Donald E. King
Professor of political studies

Alice DeGraaf Memorial Scholarship
Arthur Dirksen,

Ripon, Calif.

American State Dank Scholarship
Angela De Jager, 0000, la.
Joanna Van Velzen, Sheldon,
Kari Mouw, Hull, la.

la.

Matthew Lammers, Maurice, lit
Bloemendaal Organ Scholarship
Alicia A. Mulder,

Waupun,

Wis.

Bomgaars Scholarship
April Boogerd,

Hull, Ia.

Boot Family Study Abroad Scholarship
Rachel Fikkert,

Sussex,

Wis.

Carrie Foods Special Effort
Business Scholarship
Jeffrey Zomer, Inwood, la.
Kyle De Graaf, Marshall, Minn.

Chris E. Haan Preseminary Scholarship
Andrew Hoeksema, San Diego, Calif.
Benjamin Ribbens, Pella, la.
Mark Hilbelink, Orange City, la.
Nevada DeLapp, Sheridan, wyom.
Stephen De Wit, Sioux Center, la.
Dordt College Alumni Association
Scholarship
Brenda Janssen, Beamsville, Ont.
Kyle Van Arendonk, Sioux Center, Ia.
Lindsay Cameron, Rugby, N.Dak.
Dordt College Foreign Language Dept.
Scholarship
Naomi Kooi, Lynden, Wash.
Dordt College Heritage Agriculture
Scholarship
Lindsay Cameron. Rugby, N.Dak.
Dordt College Heritage Communication
Scholarship
Jasmine Moeller, Strawberry Point, la.
Dordt College Heritage HPER
Scholarship
Kyle Van Arendonk, Sioux Center, la.
Dordt College Heritage Teacher
Education Scholarship
Ruth Van Essen, Edgerton, Minn.
Dordt College Social Work Scholarship
Melissa

De Yager, Seattle, Wash.

EDA, Inc. Engineering Scholarship
Curtis Lindstrom, Beresford, S.Dak.
Foreign Candy Company Study Ahroad
Scholarship
Katherine Boer, South Holland, Ill.
Rachelle Dykstra, Hudsonville, Mich.
Gladys Apol Scholarship
Kelly Vander Pol, Rock Vaney, lao
Harker's Inc. Leadership Scholarship
Joseph Ochsner, Saronville, Neb.
Kelsey Carlson, Trimont, Minn.
Henry De Groot Business
Administration Scholarship
Scott Kallemeyn, Hollandale, Minn.
Hilda Ozinga Art Scholarship
Adam Wilkerson, Bradenton, Fla.
Erika Hydeen, Orange City, lao
Jessica Van Smeerdyk, Dunnville, Ont.
Pamela Groenewegen, Oakland, Om.
Huisman Minority Scholarship
Cassia Hull, Kenosha, Wis.
Mary Dekkers, Hawarden, la.
Nathan Sakuma, Box, Wash.
Integrity in Business Scholarship
Mark De Vries, Sioux Center, la.
Interstates Electric Engineering
Scholarship
Brandon Karlsgodt, Atwater. Minn.
Jeremy Kuiper. Cedar Lake, Ind.
Jack Grotenhuis Memorial Scholarship
Elisabeth Mcpherson, Lincoln, Neb.
James Koldenhoven Theatre Arts
Scholarship
Jonathan Horlings, Bradford, Ont.
Jeanie Zinkand Memorial Scholarship
Phillip Pambuh, Nairobi. Kenya
Jeffrey A. Alons Theater Arts Scholarship
Bethany Knight. Guelph, Onto
Jill Vander Zee Memorial Scholarship
Mark Jansen, Tucson, Ariz.
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ast May, I was one of
approximately 145
civilians invited to
participate in the annual
National Security Forum at the
U.S. Air War College in
Montgomery, Alabama. There
we joined approximately 240
senior military officers from
several branches of the military service in
their final week of their academic year. Each
day we attended panel discussions, lectures,
and special presentations by invited experts,
journalists, and officials such as Air Force
Gen. John Jumper and Secretary of the Air
Force, Dr. John Roche. Following each
session we were assigned to existing
seminar groups for follow-up discussion.
My seminar group included an Anny
Colonel, a civilian in-house instructor, eight
mid-career officers (Air Force, Anny, Navy
and two foreign officers (from Ukraine and
Australia), and seven civilians (including a
Byzantine priest, a mayor, the nation's first
female fire chief, a Twin Cities Air Traffic
Controller, and an editor from "West
Wing").
It was a rare opportunity to engage in
dialogue with senior military officers who
will be providing leadership for the next
generation of the Armed Forces as the
United States assumes the role of hegemon
in the emerging world order. Stimulating
and frank conversations occurred on topics
such as the inclusion of embedded reporters
in Operation Iraqi Freedom, the growing
threat posed by a nuclear North Korea,
lessons of the war in Iraq, the planned
expansion of air/space power, the posture of
China, and the future role of the United
Nations. On the last issue, I found it curious
that American officers were less willing to
partner with the UN than their intemational
counterparts who had previously served
under the UN flag.
The interaction of such a diverse group
of civilians and military officers from
around the country provided uniqne insights
into how experiences since 9-11 have
shaped our perceptions. It revealed the
frustration experienced by the military as
they seek to maintain security against the

unpredictability of terrorism, as
well as the uncertainties of working
within a fragmented political
system, prone to debate and delay.
Many officers testified to the
importance of an expression of
public support for men and women
in uniform when they are engaged
in military action. State and local
officials and members of the
business community conveyed to
our hosts their concern for sufficient
resources to assure security at home. Many
were feeling the loss of law enforcement and
emergency services personnel, who were
reservists called up to support the troops. In
response, members of the military conveyed
concerns about being stretched too thin to
conduct multiple missions abroad.
Several challenges facing the armed
services were demonstrated by the latest war.
The tremendous show of force in Iraq
demonstrated a shortage of military transport
to rapidly move people, machines and all the
necessary support for a fast-moving
campaign, Despite a heavy reliance on
technology, an anny still travels on food,
fuel, and ammunition. Coordinating and
transporting resources to times and places
that changed by the hour, was almost
overwhelming, even for the world's most
advanced information management systems.
Another remaining challenge is meeting
the need for a long-term constabulary force
in Iraq. The highly-trained war fighting
capacity of our troops differs from the
special character of a domestic police force.
The U.S. desire to "control" post-war Iraq
for an undetermined length of time is a
conundrum that some observers fear will
become a quagmire. It became apparent
from our discussions that there were no easy
answers to confronting competing priorities
in a world of limited resources where every
scenario is unique.
At an air show staged by the Air Force on
our last day, Iwitnessed close-up the
technological sophistication that gives the
United States unparalleled advantage in air
power. Seeing, but barely hearing, the B-2
Stealth bomber, watching the roaring F-18
fighter jets and the omniscient "eyes and
ears" of the C-1l6 AWACs flying overhead,
elicited a mix of unexpected emotions.

Seeing bombs and missiles on TV honing in
on their targets like a computer game had
not prepared me for the sensation of this
display of enormous might and state-of-theart technology that I felt deep in my bones
as they passed overhead. It was a reminder
of the awesome responsibility that comes
with such awesome power.
My time at the Air War College left me
with no doubts that our military takes its
educational functions very seriously-both
as it prepares its men and women officers
and as it reaches out to the public. At the
same time, Icould see that even our
military-s-often physically, socially, and
functionally isolated-is
not above the
influence of prevailing ideological forces
driving a society to promote its values and
beliefs around the globe. The result is that
misperceptions are fueled by ideological
filters. This can lead to conclusions that
reporters cannot he trusted, dissenters are
unpatriotic, Muslims are suicidal, terrorists
have no values, and security is just another
technological fix away. In referring to
embedded reporters, one fighter pilot asked,
"Who's truth will be told on the evening
news?"
Participation in the 50th National
Security Forum reminded me of the breadth
of viewpoints and diversity of participants
on the international stage, all of whom must
be heard. Now, as I monitor the news and
teach International Relations, it is with a
sense of urgency about clarifying the
choices facing the future of American
foreign policy and reconciling the demands
of a biblical world view that, at times,
conflict with the values, assumptions, and
allegiances conveyed by my country. So it is
my faith that enables me to live each day in
a world where terrorism is a threat, where
information is manipulated and distorted,
and where the call for freedom is too often
an excuse for idolatry. God alone is
sovereign! I was reminded of this in a most
poignant way when on my final day at the
Air War College, an Anny Colonel leading
the seminar asked our seminar group's
Byzantine priest from Albuquerque to close
in prayer. And there on a U.S. military base
in the heart of Dixie-men
and women,
white and black, Americans and
intemationals, bowed heads as he led
without hesitation us in prayer to Jesus.

conferences will take place between Nov.
2003 and July 2004, with one held at Dordt
College in February 2004. They are
designed to help the CRC examine
its identity and its way of ministering
to young people. Hielema, who is
chair of the organizing committee,
will also lead a threehour workshop at all
eight conferences.

publisher (1-800-261-0637 or on the web
go to www.upwritepress.com).

Faculty news
Dr. Jim
Vanderwoerd,
professor of social
work, gave three
presentations this
summer. On June 19, he
presented a "A Case
Study of
Organizational
Secularization
and Religiousness" at the Midwest
Qualitative Research Conference in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. On Jnne
24, he addressed the board of
directors of Hope Haven, Inc. in
Rock Valley, Iowa, on "Keeping the
Faith in a Faith-Based Organization."
On August 26, he addressed the
board of Lutheran Family Services of
Nebraska in Omaha on "How Faith-Based
Organizations Manage Secular Pressures
Associated with Government Funding."
Dr, Sydney Hielema, professor of
theology, will speak at four of eight regional
youth ministry conferences sponsored by
the Christian Reformed Church. The

Write for Business:
A Compact Guide to
Writing and Communicating
in the Workplace was
recently released by English
professors Dr. John Van Rys
and Dr. Verne Meyer. The
book provides guidelines, models, checklists
and templates that save business people
time.
Van Rys and Meyer regularly present
Write for Business workshops to businesses.
For more information, contact Van Rys at
722-6328. The book is available at the Dordt
Bookstore (712-722-6420 or e-mail
bookstore@dordt.edu) and from the

History Professor Dr,
Paul Fessler attended the
Latin American Study
Program Faculty
Development Tour of Costa
Rica and Nicaragua
sponsored by the Council of
Christian Colleges and
Universities from Aug 8-Aug
18. Fessler teaches Latin
American history at Dordt College.
Fessler is also researching the role of
ethnic and denominational identities in nonprofit institutions. As a case study he is
looking at the rise and fall of Grundy
College in Grundy, Iowa, from 1916 -1932.
Fessler invites anyone who is willing to
share personal letters or documents that
describe experiences and life at Grundy
College during those years to contact him at
pfessler@dordt.edu or call or write him at
the college.

(Continued on page II)

.

.,

Faculty news,

2003~2004

(continued from page ]0)

Drs. John Visser and Gary Vander
Plaats, both bnsiness professors, taught in
the "Pathways to Leadership" MBA
program for World Vision mauagers again
this snmmer. Visser tanght in Thailaud and
Vauder Plaats in Canada.
Dr. Charles Veenstra, communication
professor, preseuted a paper at the
International Listening Association
convention in Stockholm, Sweden, on July
18. The paper was titled "Listening
Between Americaus aud Arabs."
Mary Lou Wielenga, adjunct orgau
instructor, attended the McGill Summer
Orgau Academy at McGill University in
Montreal in July aud the American Gnild of
Organists Regional Convention in St.
Joseph, Missouri, in June. Wielenga also
played a dedication service and recital at
Faith Lutheran Church in Sioux City.
Art Professor
Susan Van Geest's
sculpture. "Altar I"
was accepted into an
exhibit at the Sioux
City Art Center titled
"Local Perspectives."
Twenty-seven artists
were accepted into the
show, which runs from
September 20 through Jauuary II. Three of
her works, a painting titled "Et in Terra
Pax," and two sculptures titled "Grace Seat"
and "Waiting" were accepted to "Iowa 18," a
state-wide juried competition, at the Polk
County Heritage Gallery in Des Moines,
Iowa, from October-November 22.

Dr. James C. Schaap's latest novel,
Touches the Sky, was recently released. Set
in the Dakota Territory as Dutch immigrants
move into.Indian territory, readers are drawn
into the lives of both cultures as their
pathways intersect and clashes boil over into
the violence of the historic massacre at
Wounded Knee.
The cross-over appeal of Touches the Sky
speaks to a broad audience. "I'm not sure
whether, in the end. I've read a mystery, a
morality play, or a western-bnt it is a great,
passionate yarn;' says the fanner editor-inchief of The Banner, Dr. John Snk, the
magazine where the novel was serialized
and printed over the course of the past year.
The book is published by Baker Book
Honse and is available at bookstores, the
Baker website and the Dordt College
Campus Bookstore or by mail from the
bookstore by calling 712-722-6416.
Schaap spoke at the San Diego Christian
Writers Union annual conference in
September and at the Warm Beach Family
Conference in Washington in July.
Foreign Language Professor Dr.
Leendert van Beek was invited by the
University of the Nations to present a guest
lecture titled "Abraham Knyper: Creating a
Reformed World view" for their School of
Humanities and Science at Heidebeek
campus, the Netherlauds, on Jnne 11,2003.

.

S<:bOf.arship Recipients
Levels of Homocysteine Induce Neural Tube
Defects in Zebrafish Embryos."
Communication Professor Tim Vos,
currently on doctoral leave, presented the
paper, "Mapping Deviance: The role of
news content in communicating legitimacy"
at the Association for Edncation in
Journalism and Mass Communication
(AEJMC) cnnference, in Kansas City,
Missouri, on August 2, 2003. The paper
received the Leslie J. Moeller Award and the
Kappa Tau Alpha Research Award as the top
paper in its division.
Agriculture Professor Dr. Duane
Bajema helped lead a workshop on
agricultural stress in farm communities. The
workshop was jointly sponsored by the
University oflowa, the local community
hospital, and Dordt College. Bajema also
recently completed a Master Beekeepers
accreditation at the University of Nebraska.

JJR Leadership

.

Scholarship

Briana Van Wyk, Ireton, lao
Erin Van Eps, East Grand Forks, Minn.
Kyle Bleeker, Sioux Center, la.
Matthew Olsen, Blooming Prairie, Minn.
Orpah Schiebout, Pella, la.

Joe J. Dahm Memorial Music Scholarship
Jessica Veldkamp, Escondido, Calif.
Kelsi Schuller, Ripon, Calif.
Rachel Oosltnga. Orange City. la.
Brenda Janssen, Beamsville, Onto
Trisha Booy, Sioux Center, la.

Joe's Ready Mix, Inc. Scholarship
Christopher

Boomsma,

South Holland,

111.

John and Frances Bonnema Business
Scholarship
Craig Van Drunen, Jenison, Mich.
Jamie Bleeker, Clear Lake. S.Dak.
Sally Vander Griend, Sheldon, la.

John and Frances Bonnema Music
Scholarship
Elizabeth Vande Griend, Hull. lao
Kara Bentz, Platte, S.Dak.

John and Frances Bonnema Social
Work Scholarship
Jennifer

Zylstra,

Sully. Ia.

John and Frances Bonnema
Teacher Education Scholarship

"Wind and Water," a work by Art
Professor David Versluis, was selected for
recognition in the annual state-wide
competitive exhibition at the Hearst Center
for the Arts, Cedar Falls, Iowa. The
exhibition theme was "Wind and Water:
Iowa's Evolving Landscape." The show
opened on September 21 and will be on
view until November 16.

Amanda De Ruyter, Rock Valley. la.
Andrea Dykstra, Lake Worth, Fla.
Theresa Schilthuis, Caledonia, Ont.

John B. Hulst Teacher Education
Scholarship
Kimberly Taylor. Brampton. Onto
Lynette Andree. Wellandport,
Ont.

John Bosma Memorial Scholarship
Stephanie

Lems, Doon,

Link Manufacturing

la.

Ltd. Engineering

Scholarship

On June 10, Dr. Tony Jelsma gave a
presentation at the 43rd Annual Midwest
Regional Developmental Biology Meeting
and Singer Symposium in Kansas City,
Missouri. The talk was titled, "Elevated

Dr. John Van Dyk, director of the Center
for Educational Services, taught graduate
courses at Dordt College and one at
Covenant College in Lookout Mountain,
Georgia, in Jnly. In Angnst he conducted a
(Continued
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Russian American Christian University helps
train Christian leaders for new Russia

David Van Ee. Merida,

Yucatan

Louis and Tina Van Dyke History
Scholarship
Troy Schemper,

Sheldon,

la.

Martin Seven Classics Scholarship
Nevada DeLapp,

Sheridan,

Wyom.

Martin Seven Communication
Scholarship
Lydia Stazen,

Metamora,

Mich.

Martin Seven English Scholarship
Andrew De Young, Bloomington,
Minn.
Diana Hoogerhyde,
Easton, Penn.

Martin Seven HPER Scholarship

Jonathan
Warner
Professor of
economics

T

his summer, for
the third time in
the past four
years, I had the
privilege of traveling
to Moscow to teach a
summer course at the
Russian American Christian University. My
wife, Lynda, was able to come with me and
taught English part-time. Also there were
recent Dordt College graduates Nathaniel
and Emily Wilson, who spent the year after
their graduation from Dordt working at
RACU.
Few people were prepared for the rapid
dismantling of the Soviet state and
economic apparatus iu 1991. Its collapse
presented opportunities for new leadership
but also great challenges. Dr. John
Bembaum, who has been involved in
Christian higher education for the past
twenty-five years, perceived the need and
the opportunity afforded by the collapse of
communism and, with support from eleven
Council of Christian Colleges and
Universities member schools (including
Dordt College) and a board of eminent
Russian trustees, raised the finances and
support to start a Christian liberal arts
college in Moscow to train Christian leaders.
The Russian American Christian University
(RACU) changed that and enrolled its first
students in 1995.
During the Soviet period, Christian
believers were discriminated against, and
getting a place in a university was almost

impossible. In addition, Bernbaum wanted
to train leaders in two particular areasbusiness and social work. Neither of these
disciplines was taught in Soviet universities,
so both skilled practitioners and teachers
were lacking. Added to which, no institution
in Russia was attempting to articulate a
Christian perspective in these areas.
The planned Soviet economy had no
need for skills in marketing, market
economics or finance, or accounting.
Managerial skills were not considered a high
priority either. But given the rapid growth of
"mafia capitalism" in the 1990s, Bernbaurn
believed that Christian values were sorely
needed in business. RACU now aims to
prepare Christians for work in the various
branches of business, and in government.
Corruption, my students told me,
abounds in Russia. Part of the problem is the
lack of clarity in the law; property rights are
not well-enforced, and many businesses
have schemes of dubious legality to
overcome the complex local tax code.
Encouragingly, a reform of the federal
income tax code two years ago has paid
huge dividends. A flat tax of thirteen percent
replaced a set of rates and regulations almost
as complicated as the U.S. tax code, and, to
everyone's surprise, the government's
income from tax revenues soared. Mafia
bosses presumably figured out that the cost
of bribes to evade the tax was greater than
the cost of actually paying it. But much
remains to be done, and a generation of
Christian businessmen, well-versed in the
theory and practice of business, and able to
articulate the way their faith affects their
work, should be agents for change.

Officially, the Soviet Union had no need
for social work. Problems caused by
unemployment or poverty, for example,
simply could not exist, as everyone was
guaranteed a job (indeed, had an obligation
to work), and those too old or too disabled
to work were provided with a pension from
the state. Of course, severe social problems
did exist, and continue to do so-the high
incidence of alcoholism in Russia is
symptomatic of underlyiug problems.
Christian social workers are sorely needed
to bring hope and cumfort to the city and to
demonstrate the skills of the Western social
work profession to their Russian colleagues.
Each time I have been to Moscow, my
classes have been held in a different
location. This year, RACU is renting a
building near the Novodevichy convent and
cemetery (final resting place of many
second-tier leaders, such as Khrushchev and
Raisa Gorbechev, wife of the last Soviet
president). But land for a permanent home
has been secured in northern Moscow, and
building will start after sufficient funds have
been raised.
Russian students are keen to learn, and it
was wonderful to be able to interact with
them. Many of RACU's graduates have gone
on to responsible positions. One I met on
my first visit is at present in the United
States learning to fly a plane-he wants to
take the Gospel to remote areas of Siberia
and, together with his wife who is a doctor,
establish schools and clinics, and teach
business skills to the people. But that's
another story.
For more information about RACU, you
can visit http://www.racu.org/

Katie Hoekstra,

Sioux Center,

Martin Seven Mathematics
Timothy

Vis, Smithers,

la.

Scholarship

B.C.

Mike Vanden Bosch English Scholarship
Julie Perkins,

Demotte,

Ind.

Minnie Julia Dahm Medical Technology
Scholarship
Michael

Zwart,

Sioux Center,

la.

Minnie Julie Dahm Organ Education
Scholarship
Carrie Spronk, Edgerton, Minn.
Sarah Schaap, South Holland, 111.
Tricia Groenenboom,
Pella, la.

Minnie Julia Dahm Premedical
Scholarship
Amber Fopma,
David Akerele,

Grinnell,
Nigeria

Ia.

MTC Foundation Scholarship
Alysia Ter Haar, Sioux Center, la.
Bobbie Schouten, Sioux Center. la.
Brian Krygsman, Sioux Center, la.
Daniel Van Ruler, Sioux Center. la.
Juyme Van Beek, Ireton, la.
Kyle Bleeker, Sioux Center, la.
Leah Fedders, Ireton, la.
Lori Nibbelink, Sioux Center, la.
Melissa Eekhoff, Sioux Center, la.
Micah Schouten, Sioux Center, lao
Rachelle Kroll, Sioux Center, la.
Tara Dekkcrs, Sioux Center, lao

Nick R. Van Til Scholarship
Lindsay

Cameron.

Rugby, N. Oak.

Nick Verbrugge International
Scholarship
Victor Kalchev.

Student

Bulgaria

Pella Corporation Engineering Scholarship
James Vis, Maple Ridge, B.C.

Pella Corporation
Katie Kroese,

Honors Scholarship

Boyden,

la.

Voice
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SthotaJ'Shi~R«ipients
Presidential Grants For Future Leaders
Megan Niewenhuis, Platte, S. Oak.
Wade Kreun, Chandler, Minn.
RJ. Dykstra Business Administration
Scholarship
Evan Anema, Sanborn, la.
Ralph & Cornelia Grtttcrs Business
Scholarship
Jenae Vander Wal, Pella, la.
Ralph Jennings Family Agriculture
Scholarship
Aaron Breukelman, Thunder Bay, Ont.
Ralph Jennings Memorial Agriculture
Scholarship
Lucas De Groot Oskaloosa, la.
Rhoda Women's Basketball Scholarship
Nicole De Blaey, Sheboygan, Wis.
Richard and Hendrika Zwart Scholarship
Heather Kooiman, Smithville, Onr.
Ringerwole Organ Scholarship
Carrie Spronk, Edgerton, Minn.
Ringerwole Piano Scholarship
Neil Elgersma, Sheboygan, Wis.
Ron and Jo Ritsema Elementary Ed
Scholarship
Amy Buys, Edgerton, Minn.
Simon and Lena Prins Memorial
Scholarship
Juliet Spronk, Edgerton, Minn.
Sarah Masselink, Edgerton, Minn.
Sioux Center Municipal Utilities
Scholarship
lillian De Vries, Sioux Center. la.
Smith Business
Information Systems
Scholarship
Adam De Jong,
Oskaloosa, la.
Steensma Engineering
Scholarship
Travis De Jong,
Sioux Center, la.
Steensma Music Scholarship
Amanda Branderhorst, Sioux Center, fa.
Talsma Memorial Premedical

Scholarship
Evan Booy, Sioux Center, la.
Kyle Van Arendonk, Sioux Center, la.
Teachers for Underprivileged
Scholarship
Julie Perkins, Demotte, Ind.

Children

Trans Ova Agriculture Scholarship
Robert Johnson, Cleghorn, la,
Vander Ark Family Scholarship
Carl VanStryland, Pella, la.
Katherine Boer, South Holland. lll.
Vander Haag Computer Science
Scholarship
Stephen Hoekstra,
Escondido, Calif.
Jack Meatman,
Sioux Center, la.
Kirk Struik,
Sioux Center, lao
Mark Haan. Pollock,
S. Oak.
Vander Haag International
Student Scholarship
Bright Gidiglo, Ghana
Vermeer Computer Science Intern
Scholarship
Ansrasha Anderson, St. Charles, Mo.
Vermeer Engineering Intern
Scholarship
Eric Anderson, Raymond, Neb.
Vermeer Foundation Agriculture
Scholarship
Brian Vander Ley, Corsica, S. Oak.
Corey Rozenboom. Oskaloosa, la.
Garrett Hovland. Bricelyn, Minn.
Vermeer Foundation Engineering
Scholarship
Brandon Karlsgodt, Atwater, Minn.
Jason wyenberg, Winnipeg. Manitoba
Rebecca Mastbergen. Sanborn, la.
Vogel Paint Scholarship
Jennifer Foreman, Orange City. la.
Vos Sustainable Agriculture
Scholarship
Stacy Meyer, Snohomish, Wash.

Faculty news

seminar on worldviews in education at the
ACSI-sponsored Poland-Slovakia-Czech
Summer Institute in Frydlant, Czech
Republic. In September, he gave two
keynote addresses on "Defining Effective
Reformed Schools" at the national
conference of Canadian Reformed schools
principals, near Winnipeg, Manitoba. In
October, Van Dyk was one of four featured
speakers at the Christian Schools
International convention for teachers in the
U.S. Northwest, British Columbia, and
Alberta. Van Dyk's topic was "The
Reflective Practitioner."
Chris Rehn, professor of business
administration, received a National
Endowment for the Humanities Award to
study comparative constitutional law at
Notre Dame this summer. The six-week
seminar, "American Constitutionalism in
Comparative Perspective;' examined several
problem areas in American constitutional
law, comparing them with similar problems
and developments in Germany and Canada.
"I am delighted to have been selected,"
said Rehn. III was drawn to this seminar for
several reasons. The topics [abortion,
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religious liberty, etc.] are obviously very
relevant for the kinds of discussions we have
at Dordt. Our seminar leader is committed
to looking at the background conceptionswe would say the 'world views'-behind
the commitments and structures, something
we try to do in all our classes and
disciplines here at Dordt.

the geography of the Middle East in which
traditions, religion, social and physical
geographic topics would be studied.
Dr. Calvin Jongsm .. was invited to
attend a live-day CCCU workshop on
"Mathematics, Faith, and Learning" at
Westmont College from May 22 - 27, 2003.
His accepted project proposal was to work
jointly with Dr. Dave KJanderman from
Trinity Christian College to outline a
historically-oriented textbook on middle
school mathematics for prospective middle
school teachers.

Dr. Istvan Csato, assistant professor of
physical science and physics, participated in
a Lilly Fellows Program Summer Seminar
at Loyola Marymount University, Los
Angeles. The title of the seminar was
"Peace and Justice in the Bible and the
Quran," Csato has long been interested in
the geography and geology of the Middle
East and hopes to contribute to an
understanding of how peace and justice are
related to disputes over water and oil
resources. Csato did extensive oil
exploration and was a project leader in
Yemen between 1996-1999. "The questions
of peace and justice are the future of the
Middle East and this future is deeply
interconnected with water, natural resources
and environment of the region," commented
Csato. He plans to develop a new course on

Dr. Sherri Lantinga, professor of
psychology, gave a keynote address,
"Christian and Cultural Understandings of
the Self' at the Heartland Teachers
Convention and at the Northwest Christian
Schools International teachers convention in
mid-October. She gave an overview of how
culturally shifting views of self relate to a
biblical understanding of the self, presented
some provocative data on college students'
perceptions of the self, and offered some
implications for teaching.

Faculty grows again
Dr, Wes Jamison is the new
director of the Agriculture
Stewardship Center and associate
professor of agriculture. Jamison
received his bachelor's degree from
Auburn University and a Ph.D. from
Oregon State University. He has
taught in Arkansas, Massachusetts,
and even Switzerland, but says that
he was drawn to Dordt by the college's
collective vision and the-friendliness 01 the
Sioux Center community.
Matt Stutz joins the
faculty as an instructor
in environmental
studies. Stutz has
studied at Southampton
College and Long Island
University and is
currently working on his
Ph.D. from Duke
University.
Dr. Delta Cavner will teach
reading, language arts, and math
methods for the education
department. Cavner, who received
her Ph.D. from Boise State
University, says that she felt called to
teach at a Christian school and

appreciates Dordt's focus on applying
Christian principles to each discipline.

University. He will be
teaching theology and supervising youth
ministry interns,
Brenda Winkler,
a Dordt College alum,
joined the social work
departrnent.!\fter
graduating from
Dordt, she eamed her
master's degree from
the University of St.
Thomas/St.
Catherine's in St. Paul, Minnesota. Winkler
has worked as a hospital social worker.

Jeff Schouten is
another Dordt College
alum who joined the
HPER department.
Schouten earned his
master's degree in
physical education from
Emporia State. He will
be head coach of the baseball team.

Kevin J. Timmer, another Dordt College
alum, returns to the engineering department
after a seven- year absence. After graduating,
he earned his master's degree from Iowa

Faculty

Positions

Available

August

2004

Criminal Justice - Develop and leach in an interdisciplinary criminal justice program.
Qualified applicants should have a background in criminal justice, criminology, sociology,
or related field.
Education

- Special education. Ed.D or Ph.D preferred.

Environmental
Studies - Teach introductory and upper level Environmental Studies
courses. Coordinate and direct the program, possibly teach coursers) in Biology, Earth
Science, and/or Agriculture. Ph.D. required.

Dordl ColI.ge will be .elebruUng ilo Jublle. unnlver.. ry
- /lfty yearo of ,ervl ee 10 Cbrl,lla. blglter edu.atlon,
In honor of the OC<:8t!'lon,we invtte 8ubmtll!dons of original
playolo be performed during lb. 2004·2005 a.udemlc y•• r,

Pl...

Craig Stiemsma
joined the HPER
(Health/P.EJRecreation)
department this year
after teaching twelve
years at Western
Christian High School in
Hull. Stiemsma has his
bachelor's degree from
Dordt College and a masters from the
University of South Dakota. He also coaches
socccer.

Religion from Duke

Dorat college Jubilee
play comyetition
Awards:
Il'Irsl
• $1500
• Production of your play
as Dordt College's Spring
200S rnainstage show
• Provisions for
your attendance
at the phly'8 debut

State University, then
taught at Dordt until
1997. After a hiatus as
an engineer in Rock
Rapids and Sioux
Center, he is returning to
teach mechanical
engineering classes,

Dr. Thomas
Wolthuis is the newest
addition to the theology
department. Wolthuis
graduated from Calvin
Theological Seminary
and also has a Ph.D. in

Announcing the

Second & Third Place.
• $750 and $250 awards
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(Continuedfrom

Health, Physical Education, Recreation (HPER) - Teach a variety of HPER major and
activity courses and coaching duties yet to be determined.
Psychology - Teach introductory
counseling psychology.

Submission Deadline:
Augu", 1.2004
Winner Announced:
September 17,2004

Social Work
practice.

- Generalist;

psychology

micro-practice

Spanish - Teach elementary, intermediate,
literature, and culture .

To enter •.seud your manuscript to:
Jubilee Committee
Attn: Dr, John H. Kok
Dcrdt College
498 4th Avenue NE
Sioux Center.lA 51250

Theology - General education
studies courses.

and upper level courses in the area of
background;

methods

courses

and field

and upper level courses in Spanish language,

courses in biblical theology

and upper level biblical

To learn more about a position and receive application materials. qualified persons committed to a
Reformed, biblical perspective and educational philosophy are encouraged 10 send a letter of interest
and curriculum vita/resume to: Dr. Rockne McCarthy, Vice President for Academic Affairs
Facsimile: 712 722-4496· E-mail: vpaa@dordLedu

FIXnwe lnfonnalion een: 712·722·6434
Vi.,11 WWW.lktrdl.Gllu(swol3!iuhjk:glolayshlwl

('If

E-mail igbd4MmI!.edu

Dordt College· 498 4th Ave. NE· Sioux Center. IA 51250-1697
Web site: www.dordt.edu/off1ceslacademic_uffairs

Newmembers
join the Board
of trustees
Herman Van Stedum is
the pastor at Trinity
Reformed Church in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota. He and
his wife, Phyllis, have four
children, three of whom
attended Dordt, and he says
that many of the members
of his church end up at
Dordt as well. Van Stedum
says that he's looking
forward to serving on the
board because of Dordt's
perspective. "I'm excited
about Christian education,"
he says, "and I appreciate
the way Dordt helps young
people take their place in
God's world."
Carl Klompien is the
pastor at First Christian
Reformed Church in Hull,
Iowa. KIompien has served
on the board of trustees
before, and says that he's
had the pleasure of seeing a
ten-year plan for the college
begin to come into fruition.
"I appreciate the training
our young people receive at
Dordt," he says. "I'm just
so happy that our family
can be a part of it."
Colin Feikema ('79) lives
in Leota, Minnesota, and
farms with his two brothers.
He and his wife, Darla,
have three children, Rita
(15), Phillip (12), and Ben
(7). About his upcoming
service on the board of
trustees, Feikema says,
"1' m looking forward to
working with fellow board
members and being of
service to Dordt College."

2003-04 Dordt College Fund goal set at
$1,000,000
Lyle Gritters
Vice president for
college advancement

T

he Dordt
College
Advancement
Office has announced
plans for the 2003-04
Dordt College Fund
program. During this
academic year, the college will seek to raise
$1,000,000 in gift support for the
operational needs of the institution. Most of
the fund raising activities. will take place
during the first semester.
Often described as the most important
fund raising program of the college, the

Dordt College Fund is a crucial resource for
keeping tuition affordable. It is vital to the
continued improvement of our academic
programs. It is an important resource for
grants and scholarships for needy, deserving
students. And, it serves as a "living
endowment" for the financial stability of the
college.
For most private colleges, including
Dordt College, tuition income provides only
enough to cover basic academic programs
and services. The Dordt College Fund, along
with direct support from churches, allows us
to offer our students an educational
experience that is highly ranked by national
publications such as the US News and World
Report.

Today's students need access to the latest
technology and library resources, and they
need the opportunity to participate in offcampus study programs and internship
programs. The college needs to offer new
programs of study that meet contemporary
needs, and it needs to maintain salary levels
that attract highly qualified and capable
Reformed scholars. The key to achieving
these goals is the annual gift support that
thousands of friends and alumni provide.
Your partnership with Dordt College is
essential to the success of the Dordt College
Fund. We invite you to join us in building a
partnership that will indeed help ensure
excellence and broaden educational
opportunities for our students and faculty.

New scholarship ~oes to teachers of
disadvantaged children

H

elen Laack, who endowed one of the
newest Dordt College scholarships,
doesn't consider herself a wealthy
woman. But she does consider herself very
blessed. Her daughter is alive and well after
an intruder attempted to kill her five years
ago while she was teaching in New Mexico.
"1 wanted to celebrate and commemorate
that her life was spared, says Laack. She
describes the resulting scholarship she
endowed as a way of thanking God but also
helping prepare young teachers to teach
disadvantaged children. The actual decision
to fund the scholarship was the result of
several things coming together following
that incident.
"1 had no direct connection to Dordt
College, although my children had teachers

Remember the Dordt College
Bookstore when shopping
for Christmas or any
other occasion!
Glfts- imprinted mugs, spoons, pennants,
stuffed animals, letter openers, etc.
Dordt Imprfnted Clothing - sweatshirts. t-shirts,
caps, shorts, jackets, children's clothing, etc.
Books - devotionals, general reading books of all
types, Dordt Press books. (If we do not have it
on hand, we will order it for you.)

Music - CDs, tapes, books, and sheet music for
pianists and organists

Come visit the Dordt Bookstore!
Bookstore hours are:
Monday - Thursday:
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday: 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Check out our website at:
www.dordt.edu/bookstore
Por orders sent to you or anyone else,
you may e-mail or phone us.
E-rnail: bookslore@dordt,edu
Phone: 712-722-6420

Helen Laack and Julie Perkins met at the annual scholarship dinner honoring donors and recipients of Dordt
College named scholarships.

who had graduated from Dordt, and 1knew
Dordt alums," she says. As a member of the
Christian Reformed Church she was also
familiar with Dordt College.
"1 met Dave Vander Werf and had read
about Dordt grads going to inner city areas
to help meet the needs of children. From my
sense of the makeup of Dordt's student body
I decided that this was what 1wanted to do,"
Laack says.
People had helped her when she went to
school, and she wanted to pass on that
opportunity to someone else. Laack raised
her three children as a single mother.
Laack's children are now grown, and she
works as a manager in the auditing division
of Prudential. Her children have supported
her effort to set up the scholarship and
contributed toward it. And, she says, her
employer's matching gift program greatly

helped her raise the funds needed for the
scholarship. She encourages others to think
about such a possibility.
"I'm not comfortable with 'God-told-meto-do-this language'," she says, but she
believes that God's grace works in people's
lives to point out opportunities for response
and service.
Designating the scholarship for teachers
of disadvantaged children was a thoughtful
choice.
"There are lots of scholarships for people
in professions that make lots of money;' she
says. But the need for teachers is great and
the debt load can be overwhelming on a
teacher's salary.
"I hope that when these graduates reach a
point where they can help someone else,
they'll also consider how they can do that,"
she says.
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Alumni News

Regional Events

The Lord knows those who are his.
PELLA,IOWA

II Timothy 2: 19

December 20

Judy Hagey

Men's basketball vs. Central
Post-game reception to be

Director of alumni
relations

announced.

One of the most
enjoyable things about
my job is getting to
know the people behind
the names in the alumni
database. During the
next year I look forward
to meeting quite a few of you as we begin to plan
for a series of regional Jubilee celebrations in
2004-05.

RIPON, CALIFORNIA

December 29·30
Women's basketball at
Fresno Pacific
Tournament schedule and
alumni gatherings to be
announced.
WINTER TOUR
Chamber Orchestra and
Jazz Band

At the same time remembering all those
names and being able to match faces and names is
becoming more of a challenge. I'd prefer to
attribute that to the growing alumni body rather
than my age. Yet in my defense, our database
contains the names of more than 13,000 former
students. Many of you connect my name with the
e-mails I periodically send. In fact, the most
frequent response I hear when I introduce myself
to alums is, "You're the one who sends those emails." Obviously, you've got the advantage when
it comes to connecting names and faces.
I know how much I appreciate il when
someone recognizes my name. It affirms me. For

Alumni Notes
Ten families,

January 7

Cassopolis,

Brookfield, Wisconsin

alumni

hailing

Michigan

from states

in Colorado

spanning

California

to Indiana,

traveled

thousands

of miles

to meet at a camp

in

"Dordt College Round Robin Reunion".
Most of the parents were Dordt
since graduation
in 1981 via a "round robin" letter. In 1988, they held their first

for their triennial

who have kept in contact

reunion

January 8

and have been meeting

Pregnancy Center and cares for Hannah
(3), and Meghan (8 months).

(8), Luke (6), Ethan

Martin Kooistra (91), is among twenty-two people
selected to receive a 2003 Bush Leadership Fellowship.
Kooistra, who works with Habitat for Humanity, will use
the fellowship to study community development and
housing policy at Harvard University, the Joint Center for
Housing Studies, and the Initiative on Social Enterprise.

ever since.

Chicago area

January 9
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Heidi (Vande Zande, '92) Soodsma was the recipient
of the Herb Kohl Fellowship Award. Recipients are chosen
for their ability to inspire a love of learning in their
students, their ability to motivate others, and their
leadership and service in and out of the classroom.

January 11
Troy, Michigan

Bart W. Miles ('93) successfully defended his
dissertation
in August, thus completing the requirements
for
his PhD from the School of Social Work at Arizona State
University. He is presently a faculty member at Wayne State
University School of Social Work in Detroit, Michigan.

Survey
Reminder
Pictured are the families of Doug & Gail Achterhof (IN), Cal & Barb Ahrenholz (MN), Curt & Pat Ahrenholz
(IA), Hank & Kathy Eekhoff (MT), Len & June Fakkema (CA), Bruce & Lisa Groenendyk (IA), Elroy &
Mary Houtsma (IL), Arlyn & Cindy Slagter (NE), Tim & lana Van Dam (MT) and Curt & Pam Voss (TX).

Do you want your name listed
in our online directory? Please
complete the alumni survey and
jubilee questionnaire and return
them to the alumni office. Or save
lime and postage and go to:
htlp:l/www.dordt.edu/main/alumni/

John and Janet (Damon) Schuurman
('68, '78) and
their children spent five months overseas early this year.
John, who is the pastor of the Wheaton Christian Reformed
Church in Wheaton, Illinois, was given the opportunity to
take a sabbatical. and he jumped at the chance. He and his
family left from Chicago on December 31, spent four
months in Cambridge, UK. and then spent another month
touring Europe.

sUfvey/aJurnni_sufvey.shtrnl
We're preparing to launch a
password protected online
directory early next year. We think
your friends would like to find your
name there-so you can renew a
friendship or do some networking.
All basic biographical
information-name
and address, as
well as the capacity for blind email-s-will be made available in the
directory unless you ask not to be
included. Additional information,
including employment information,
will be included only with your
permission. Please note: all
information is available only to
alumni who register and receive a
password.

Carol (Jansen, '73) Wilson has accepted a teaching
position ;]I Calvin College in computer science. Carol has
been involved in Information Technology at the corporate
level for the past twenty years.

C. Scott Pryor ('76) recently received tenure at the
Regent University School of Law. This summer, Scott
participated in Regent's summer program in international
human rights in Strasbourg. France, where he taught
comparative law.
Bob Vande Pol ('77) serves as the Vice President of
Business Development
for Crisis Care Network, the
nation's largest provider of CtSlvl-based crisis management
services to business and industry. Bob has led hundreds of
on-site interventions
following murders, armed robberies,
assaults. suicides, sexual abuse by clergy, industrial and
construction
accidents, school-based tragedies. and other
traumatic events. Following the terrorist attack on the
World Trade Center, he was involved in both management
and direct clinical service delivered to companies near
Ground Zero.

Alumni Weekend '04
February 20-21, 2004
New Name - Same Opportunity to
Come Back to Campus for
Fun and Camaraderie.
• Alumni Banquet
''......." '.
'-.

"

""-......'
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Art De Boer
Anthony Quentin
on July 13,2001.
November, 2002.
(12), Micaela (9).
regional business
TLC Staffbuilders

(80) and his wife. Laurel. adopted
Ephrain from Ecuador. Anthony was born
and came home to Massachusetts
in
He was greeted by his new siblings Emily
Nora (7), and Christian (4). Art is the
manager for the New England region of
Home Health Care.

Joan (Vander Beek. '81) Devries is the pastor at
Clarkson Christian Reformed Church in Mississauga,
Ontario. She and her husband Frank have three children.
Kelly (15), Jenina (13), and Reuben (9). Joan writes: "As an
item of interest, I was the Student Senate President at Calvin
Seminary from 1999-2000. I followed fellow Dordt grad
and Theatre Arts compatriot Stan Stu ring in that position.
The first female Student Senate President at Calvin Sem was
another Dordt grad and Theatre Arts colleague from the
same era, Cindy Holtrop."
Wilma (de Waal, '81) Sherer was married to Timothy
Sherer in April of 2002. In August of the same year,
Timothy and Wilma moved to Lynden. Washington.
Tim is
a landscape designer, and Wilma works in British Columbia
in an assessment and stabilization program for
psychologically
fragile youth.
Margaret
(Van HeIden, '83) Lise is currently teaching
full time at Timothy Christian school in Rexdale. Ontario.
She teaches grades one and two in the morning and teaches
computers to all grades in the afternoon, as well as being the
computer coordinator for the school. Her husband. Wilbert,
is the school custodian. Their family moved into the city of
Toronto and is within walking distance of the school.

Mark Your Calendar

• Michael Card Concert

• Hockey - including

-, ......
-,

~~~Ag
~"

• Hospitality
• Basketball
-,

'0
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that reason I'm trying to develop a few of the
techniques that are suggested for remembering
names-c-repeating the person's name when you
hear it or making a mental association with some
physical characteristic. Whether you like it or not,
some of your names are associated with your
accomplishments or "contributions" as students.
I hope you take comfort and encouragement
in the fact that even though I may have a brain
lapse when it comes to your name, God never
does. He not only knows your name, he calls you
by name. He knows your heart's desire and what
you need. And He promises to remember your
name when you meet him face to face.

alumni

Room
V5.

V5.

Blades

• Kids Carnival

Roger Wallenburg
('83) graduated from Southwest
Missouri State with an MBA in finance in May. Roger is on
active duty with the U.S. Army, and in June, he and his wife
moved to Fort Polk, Louisiana. when he was promoted to
Lieutenant Colonel. At Fort Polk. Roger works for the
Installation Operations Officer managing all reserve
component mobilizations
and active component
deployments.
Gale and Cathie

(Slenk)

Tien ('85, '85) recently

moved to Zeeland, Michigan, where their five-year-old son
currently attends Zeeland Christian School. As a result of
the move, Gale and Cathie have reunited with Ken and
Laurel (Ver Hage} Benkelman and renewed the friendship
that they had while they were at Dordt.

Briar Cliff University

Department. 25th Anniversary
• GIFf
• and more
Watch the website and
your mailbox for more
information and
registration
materials.

Darryl

and Shelly

(Vos) De Ruiter

('86, '88) recently

In May, Darryl Ten Pas ('94) graduated from
Marquette University with his MBA. Darryl and his wife
Karen live in Oostburg, Wisconsin, with their two children,
Derek (3) and Karelyn (2).
Tereasa Van Zee ('95) graduated with her medical
degree from Des Moines University Osteopathic Medical
Center in 2002. She has recently begun a medical practice
at the Newton Clinic in Newton. lowa.
Kyle and Donielle (Beilby) Sorensen
('98. '99) live in
Manitowoc, Wisconsin. In May. 2002. Kyle graduated from
Mid-America
Reformed Seminary. and he now serves at
Salem Ebenezer in Manitowoc. He and Donielle have two
children, Kylie Ann (I) and Christopher Alan, who was
born in September.
Joseph ('98) and Rachael Venema live in Burlington,
Washington. Joseph currently teaches social studies at
Mount Vernon Christian High School.
Kelli (vink, '99) Kruid was named Mrs. Iowa at a
pageant held in Sioux City this June. Kelli's platform is
marriage and character education for youth. She was also
named the "Contestants'
Choice" in the competition,
and
won the evening gown and interview portions of the
competition.
She received a number of prizes, and
competed in the Mrs. America pageant in Honolulu in
September.
Jeremy Tinsley (99) received a Wal-Mart Teacher of
the Year award. As a result, $1000 went to Central Iowa
Christian Schools.
In May, Rachel Begeman
COO) graduated from Fresno
Pacific University with a Master of Arts in Education with
an emphasis in literacy in multilingual contexts.
Rachel is
currently teaching Kindergarten
at Chester Rowell
Elementary School in Fresno, California.
Paul and Jill (Gorter)

Droogers

('00, '99) are in

Drayton, Ontario. for a year 10 fulfill Paul's internship for
Calvin Seminary. Paul is working with Pastor Gary
Bomhof the current pastor of Drayton CRC, helping with
Vacation Bible School, preaching. and doing home visits.
After a year in Drayton, they will be moving back to Grand
Rapids for Paul to finish his last year at the seminary.
Emily Hutten ('00) works at ARK, a center for street
youth in Halifax, Nova Scotia. ARK offers food. computer
services, showers, laundry services, and pottery. Often,
Emily does much of the cooking, but she says that the best
part about working at Ark is being connected with the
people on the street and knowing their burdens.

moved to Pella, Iowa. Darryl is the new principal at Pella
Christian High School. and Shelly is working as a physical
therapist for Work Systems Rehab of Pella. Their children
Derek (9), Morgan (7), and Jake (6) are attending Pella
Christian Grade School.

Jeremy and Marie (Vander Stell) Prys COO, '97) live
in Salem, Oregon. Marie recently co-authored a three-book
series for Baker Book House: 1001 Surprising Things You
Should Know atxnu Christianity.
1001 Surprising Things
l'(JU Should
Know about the Bible. and lODI Surprising
Things l'(JU Should Know about God.

Lee De Lange (88) went to France in April on a Rotary
Exchange program. While there, Lee met with seventeen

Mayo Clinic graduate

Rotary clubs. building goodwill and cooperation
between
France and the United States. Lee found that the war in Iraq
was discussed frequently and openly.
Peter and Julie (Geleynse) Brands ('90, '92) live near
Ferrisburg, Vermont. on a dairy farm that Peter works with
his brother. Julie works one day a week at a Care Net

Janelle

De Stigter

('02) received

an appointment

to the

school.

Eric Van Wyk ('02) had a sculpture-made
in
advanced sculpture class at Dordt-accepted
to a major
exhibit at the Sioux City Art Center. Twemy-seven
artists
were accepted into the show. It runs from September 20
through January 11 with an opening and juror's talk on the
20th.

Alumni Profile

Marriages
Timothy Sherer and Wilma de Waal

Katie Haan: Thirty-two years of students and
thirty-two student teachers later
Andrew

De Young

Y

might thiuk that
a three-week trip tu
Japau-a trip
fuuded eutirely by a
Fulbright Scholarship, uo
less-would be pretty
excitiug. But fur Katie
Haau ('65), it's uo big deaJ;
she's doue her share of
traveliug iu the past.
"Back iu 19801 weut
with a group to Iudia for six
weeks;' she says. "Now
that was something. We
weut aJl over the place, aud
we even had an audience
with Iudira Ghaudi."
Fifth graders in Katie Haan's class loved the opportunity to have some fun
Haan has been other
photoshoot of their teacher.
places, too-i-Liberia,
China, Mexico, Venezuela, Australia, New
scholarship that aJlowed her to speud six
Zealaud, aud mauy others. Lookiug at a list
weeks iu Iudia. It was a trip, she says, that
of the places she's traveled, you might thiuk
chauged her life aud her teachiug forever.
"It's such an overwhelming experience,"
that she has a glaruorous or high payiug
career, but you'd be wroug. For the last forty
she says. ''There's uothiug like eugagiug aJI
years, she's beeu au elemeutary school
the seuses. You cau look at pictures-of a
teacher, aud she's speut more thau thirty of
place, but it's uot the same. Wheu you're
those years at Sioux Ceuter Christiau School
there, you cau smell it aud taste it." They
The daughter of former Dordt College
weut all over the couutry, she says, aud did
presideut BJ. Haau, she says that the
all sorts of thiugs, but she especially vaJues
... decision to teach was one she came to pretty
their opportunity to have a private audience
uaturally.
with Indira Ghandi, who was prime minister
"My father aud mother were very
of ludia at the time.
supportive of Christiau education,' she says.
"Since we were there on the Fulbright,
"And there weren't as many options for
we got the best of everything,' she says.
women back then as there are now." After
"But the thing that 1remember most is the
graduatiug from Dordt with a two-year
terrible poverty over there. There's such a
degree in 1962, she weut straight to work at
contrast-when
you walk down the street
the Christiau school in Edgertou, Minnesota.
you can see some people driving cars and
Just oue year later, excited about Dordt's
others pulling wooden carts. It was an
decisiou to become a four-year college,
amazing experience."
Haan returned to school.
These days, Haan travels whenever she
After graduatiug agaiu, this time with a
gets the opportuuity. Iu 1984, she took a
bachelor's degree, she spent some time
year off from teachiug at Sioux Ceuter
bouuciug from oue teachiug positiou to
Christiau School to teach missiouaries'
another-two
years in Edmonton, Alberta,
childreu. lu 2000, she weut to Chiua with
four years in Sioux Center, two years in
Heifer Project lutematioual, au orgauizatiou
Pittsburgh, Peuusylvauia, theu back to Sioux
that gives auimaJs to people who are
Ceuter, this time for good.
struggliug with poverty. And just last year,
Back in Sioux Center, it would have been
Haan and 199 other teachers went overseas
easy for Haan to settle down and enjoy a
to observe the Japanese educational system.
quiet, peaceful life in the northwest comer
The trip was fuuded, she says, by the
of Iowa, but that's uot what she did. lu
Fulbright Memorial Teacher's Fuud with the
1980, she was oue of several recipieuts of a
intention of promoting a cooperative,
Fulbright Haze Group Scholarship, a
learning relationship between Japanese and
OU

Americau schools.
Haan values those
opportunities, opportunities
to travel, serve, aud learu iu
other countries. But she
feels that her studeuts reap
the beuefits as well. A few
years ago, Haau started the
Make The Mouey Grow
Project, an idea she got
from readiug the biblicaJ
Parable of the Taleuts.
Every October, she gives
each of her fifth graders five
dollars-seed
mouey, she
says, which will hopefully
grow over the school year.
Iu April, they take their
profits aud give them to the
during the
Heifer Project lutematiouaJ.
"It adds so much depth
to your teaching," she says, "We can be so
provincial, so narrow-minded. We talk about
beiug recouciliug ageuts iu the world, but
how can we do that if we don't understand
other cultures?"
Teachiug youug people about other
cultures, she says, is uo easy task. Wheu
they hear about the ways people arouud the
world live, eat, dress, aud worship, studeuts
ofteu react by scoffiug.
"The common reaction is to laugh or say
'that's stupid,''' she says, "That's the kind of
reactiou that I'm tryiug to work agaiust.
These people may be differeut from us iu a
lot of ways, but everyoue everywhere has
the same needs and desires as we do---we all
want happiness and love,"
Iu additiou to beiug a great fifth grade
teacher, Haan is also a great teacher of
teachers-iu thirty-two years at Sioux
CeUler Christiau, she's teamed up with
thirty-two studeut teachers from Dordt.
Helpiug studeut teachers fiud their footiug in
the classroom, she says, is a matter of
direction and guidance.
"I don't expect them to emulate me," she
says. "There are so mauy chaJleuges iu
teachiug, aud I dou't thiuk that there's oue
right way to do it. The most importaut thiug
to remember is that you're teaching
students, not curriculum. If you remember
that, theu your teachiug will be a little bit
differeut every year, because you will adapt
to your students and their needs,"

Future Defenders
;Kevin and Karen (Allspach) Timmer ('86, '86), Kuty Jae, 9/25/03
John ('87) and Amy Marcus, Kristin Elizabeth, 5/31/03
Harwin and Diane (Rozeboom, '88) Te Slaa. Jonathon Cole, 2117/03
Verlyn and Micbelle (De Groot) Van Beek ('89, '95), Xavier Jacob, 5/6103
Peter and Julie (Geleynse) Brands ('90, '92), Megan Leigh, 3/3103
Scott and Julie (Vande Voort) Haan ('90, '90), Jacob Tyler, 5/28/03
Kevin and Joan (Kuiper) Kooima ('90, '91), Brandon Lee, 1/21/03
Kevin ('90) and Debbie Sterk, Kolin Jay, 417103
Brad and Kim (Veltkamp) Van Surksum ('90, '88), Bennett Jon, 6/1 1/03
Ban and Mary Jane (Vander Esch, '91) Geers, Sara Jayne, 1/8103
Jan and Doris (Roose, '91) George, Sydney Janae, 6/l4103
Erik Benthem and Susan Jarnot-Benthem
('92, '94), Anneke Helene, 5/5103
David and Barbara (Du Mez, '92) Clevenger, Sarah Lynn, 2/15103
Anthony and Diane (Van Rees. '92) Jetrer, Benjamin Lee, 4/2103
Brad and Lisa (Van Vuuren) Miedema ('94, '93), Gabrielle Joy, 6/3103
Ed and Debora (Bakker) Minderhoud
('92, '92), Ethan Nathaniel, 2/9103
Jeff and Christine (Boer) Koops ('93, '93), Nicole Christine, 2/l2103
Brad and Rhonda (Haagsma, '93) Schouten, Jolie Christine, 1217/02
Shane and Kristi (Franken) Vander Kooi ('93, '94), Megan Daluine, 5/8103
Rory and .lacey (De Waard, '93) Wallace, Jacob Lance, 7/6103
Martin and Michelle (Mellema) de Bruin ('94, '95), Andre Hendrik, 6/11/03
Steve and Shelly (Van Engen, '94) Karje. Shaun Isaac, 3/10103
Kurt and Marlene (Yoder, '94) Schimke, Anastasia Korinne, 5/1103
Chris and Laurie (Hekman) Van Groningen (94, '93), Lukas Jay, 2/20/03
Julian and Amanda (Lapp) Varga ('94, '95), Zachary Michael, 6/12103
Brad and Pam (Kortleever) Vis ('94, '94), Madison Sue, 5/19/03

Joe and Melanie (Van Unen, '95) Mendes, Allison Quinn and Natalie Anne, 6120/03
Ryan and Carmen (Horstman,
'95) Mulder, Gavin James, 3/21103
Brent and Julie t'Iubergen, '95) Sal, Camden Riley, 51l0/03
Derrick and Joe'l (Mayfield) Vander Waal ('95, '96), Jenna Michal, 91l8/02
Grant ('95) and Shannun Vander Wal, Slayton Jay, 4111/03
Kendal and Jeanette (Nydam) Walhof ('95, '96), Devan Garret, 12/9102
Paul and Amy (Kingma) Anema ('96, '96), Samantha Leigh, 613103
Ryan and Erin (Attema) Groen ('96, '98), Elise Milena, 8/5103
Matt and Marcy (Van Gameron) Kortman ('96, '97), Isaac Matthew, 2/19103
Wade and LeAndra (Sybesma. '96) McMullen, Julia Kristine, 4/4103
Erik and Colleen (Kuiper, '97) Hoeksema, Clara Nicole, 5/28103
Shawn and Stephanie (Steensma, '97) McCanhy, Sydney Faye, 5/25/03
Corey (97) and Anne Westra, Aiden Thomas, 9/10/03
Tom and Mindy (Buys, '98) Bergman, Jack Christopher, 7/26/(B
Jeff ('98) and Julia Gosliga, Kate Alice, 4/1103
Luke and Trisha (Brouwer) Mulder ('98, '98), Abby Sue, 1/10103
Kyle and Donielle (Beilby) Sorensen ('98, '99), Christopher Alan, 9/6103
Rob and Ann (Ochsner) Vandermeer ('98, '98), Thomas Jacob and Andrew Lauren, 7/17/03
Isaac and Leah (Zuidema) Van Doornik ('98), Isaac Davis, 5123103
Jason and Paige (Meyer) Addink ('99, '99), Ella Nicole, 9/21/03
Chris and Jcnte (Meinders) Arends ('99, '97), Tristan James and Braden Christopher, 7/9103
Cedric and Kathryn (Heynen) Franken ('99, ex '96), Emma Lorraine
Glenn and Rhea (De Stigter) Vander Woude ('99, '99), Russell John, 3/16/(13
Eric and Michelle (Van Zee) Zomermaand
('99, '97), Dylan John, 6110103
Jonathan and Emily (Groenewold)
Bakker ('(Xl, '(X», Elise Johanna, 7/IIIOJ

Matthew and Lisa (De Vries, '94) Vas, Caner Matthew, 8/1103
Troy and Sheri (Sytsma) Bruxvoort (95, '95), Cody Grant, 4/I6/(B
Jarret and Kristi (Kooiker) Eshuis ('95, '95), Noah Colin, 5121103
James and Neisha (Vos, '95) Horn, Justin Curtis, 412103
Brian and Jennifer (Gesch) Huseland ('95, '93), Irene Mae

Nathan and Kristen (Vande Berg) Sederstrom
('(Xl, '97), Trey ton Michael, 7/28103
Tim and Jolynn (Vander Wal) Van Iddekinge ('00, '(1), Kylie Jo. 7120/03
Eric and Kimberly Pelham ('DO, '(2), Johnathan Muhlon, 2/14103
Russ and Mary (Oosterhouse)
Vander Molen ('(Xl, '99), Jocelyn Christine, 4/9103
Channon and Joni (Link) Visscher ('(Xl, 'DO), Connor Wayne, 8/26/(13
Marlin and Valerie (Van Gorp) Hoogland (01, '(2), Erica Louise, 11122102

Ted ('95) and Traci Kamp, Chase Celestin and Chance Michael, 8130103

Mark und Jen (Bakker,

'02) Wielenga, Marissa Joy, 5/5103

('SI),416102
Scott Van Wyk ('92) and Jennifer

Wade, 4126103
Daniel Hoi ('94) and Nikki Van
Wyngaarden ('94), 7119103
Chad Wirth ('94) and Kari Tibunelta,

513103
Dan BoUock and Sarah

Elenbaas

('96), 6126103
Chris ver Meer ('96) and Lisa
Veldhuizen, 6/21/03
Wayne Bowerman and Erin Uitvlugt

('98), 819103
Joel Elgenbrood ("98) and Julia Vander
Schaaf, 5124/03
Derrick Koedam and Alisha Halma

('98),6114103
Mike Van Snellenburg and Elizabeth
Boerema ('99)
Nathan Heeringa and Marietta Westra

('00).2115103
Tyler Schemper ('00) and Tami
Rinker ('00), 612S103
Mark Flikkema and Amanda Braam

('01),3122103
Richard Laninga ('01) and Mandy
Pleoster ('02), 6129/02
Kevin Rozenboom COl) and Jody Kas

('01),617103
Fraser de Walle ('02) and Theresa Vis
(ex '04), 6129102
Terence Visser ('02) and Laura Vos

('03),5117103

In Memoriam
Eric Pelham COO) passed away on July
It, 2003, of an aneurysm in the aorta,
Eric taught history at Central Valley
Christian High School in Visalia,
California. He is survived by his wife,
Kim, and his son, Jchnathan, who was

born

in February.

Sylvia (Tjepkema, '82) Schmeuker
passed away on June 8, 2003, after a
i

J'I!l!
' willl'-'!'!u;!!.'!'lI1 Y,.ed''''''''''''''''J
bylierhu,~:~
children, as well as her parents, and
four siblings,

Sheryl Graddick ('72) got au
uuexpected aud pleasaut surprise
recently when she was reuuited
with her Dordt College class riug,
which she lost over tweuty years
ago. After graduating from Dordt,
Sheryl moved to South Caroliua,
where she misplaced the riug. After
ouly five years iu South Caroliua,
she moved back to Iowa, where she
uow works for Iowa State
Uuiversity.
This August, Sheryl got a phone
caJ! from Judy Hagey, the Director
of Aluruui aud Church Relatious at
Dordt-c-someone had fouud her
riug!
Michelle Swaucey, a resideut of
Columbia, South Caroliua, had
found the ring about tweuty years
earlier, wheu she was still iu higb
school. Uuable to fiud auy listiug
for Dordt College, Michelle put the
riug iu a jewelry box. The riug
stayed there for years, until
Michelle started goiug through her
old stuff. This time, she found
Dordt ouliue aud was able to get
the riug to its rightful owuer.
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